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American House Designs by Margaret Culbertson is an
important bibliography for students of American domes-
tic or vernacular architecture. House designs which ap-
peared in thirty-five periodicals addressed to carpenters,
women, or the general public are indexed by both archi-
tect and location. The importance of this work is that it
makes readily available access to popular turn of the cen-
tury house designs by pattern book architects, low profile
architects and local architects in remote locations who

have seldom been acknowledged by the professional ar-
chitectural journals. The history of domestic architecture
as written in the journals which Culbertson indexes is
the story of architecture as a consumer commodity rather
than as a fine art and helps explain the townscape of vir-
tually every small town in the United States. Scholars of
vernacular architecture and regional historians will find
this bibliography valuable in their work.
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