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The title under review was published in a new
Bloomsbury series entitled ANew Approaches to Inter-
national Historya. University of Colorado Boulderas
Thomas Zeiler, editor of the text, emphasizes that this
new series aserves a dual purpose that is unique from
other large-scale treatments of international history: it
applies to scholarly agenda and pedagogya (p. vii). For
its intent to serve and inspire history scholars, teach-
ers, and students of various disciplinesiand for its abil-
ity to make acurrent research, methodology and themesa
(p. vii) more accessible to studentsathe series is greatly
praised. One of the luminaries of Cold War history, Odd
Arne Westad, prefaces the volume with a foreword (pp.
ize diverse Cold War interrelationships and decoloniza-
tion after the Second World War, the latter of which is
aone of the big questions for historians of the twentieth
centurya (p. xi). Westad also provides an overall evalua-
tion of the book: 40ne of the strengths of this volume is
that its editors and authors are not out to (re-)create hier-
archies of significance and meaning. Their point is not to
prioritize one aspect of global developments over others.
The Cold War and decolonization both had causes and ef-
fects that were independent of each other, even though
the two processes were roughly parallel in timeé (p. xii).
Scholars would agree with this claim even without ex-
ploring the volume, but this reviewés purpose is not to
assess the workas originality; rather, it seeks to scruti-
nize the textas content and assess the scope of its use in
the academic world.

The volumeéas editors, Leslie James and Elisabeth
Leake, extensively explain their approach in the intro-
duction (pp. 1417). They highlight that ddecolonization
frequently coincided and merged with, or contradicted
and undermined, the Soviet Unionas and the United
Statesa fight for global ideological, and frequently po-
litical, dominancea (p. 1), and they assert that decolo-
nization during the Cold War was a multi-faceted, vivid
process of transformation that paralleled the events of
the era (p. 3). Like Immanuel Wallerstein did before Im-
manuel Wallerstein, What Cold War in Asia? An Inter-
pretative Essay, in: Liu Hong / Michael Szonyi / Yangwen
Zheng (eds.), The Cold War in Asia. The Battle for Hearts
and Minds, Leiden 2010, p. 19. , the editors also point out
that the Cold War and decolonization 4 contrary to popu-
lar belief 4 can be characterized by violence, even outside
of Europe (p. 3). The volume relates the two phenom-
ena by assembling and reviewing case studies that en-
force this idea, all the while considering the perspectives
of high-level decision makers and subaltern contributors
alike (p. 6). It suggests aseveral crucial areas for scruti-
nizing the Cold War and decolonization without claiming
an exhaustive frameworka (p. 9).

In the bookas first part, ADeveloping the Nation: Eco-
nomics, Modernity, and the ’State-project’,a writers Ben-
jamin Siegel, Simon Toner, and Patrick Neveling high-
light problems with national developments during Cold
War decolonization, as well as the dinfluence wielded by
both political statesmen and everyday citizensa (p. 19).
Siegel focuses on the issue of food distribution in in-
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dependent India (pp. 21442) and emphasizes that athe
Cold War battle over aid to India was as much a battle of
ideas and narratives as it was one of grains and geopol-
iticsa (p. 21). The food problem thus became emblem-
atic for the struggles and successes of the great powers
of the Cold War, as well as for the ideological system
it represented (p. 22). Consequently, pragmatic mat-
ters determined the relationship between the Cold War
and decolonization in India. In his chapter, Toner fo-
cuses on peasantry in the Mekong Delta in the 1970s (pp.
43461), asserting that the close analysis of 4state-led agri-
cultural development in Vietnamas Mekong Delta in the
long 1970s [should demonstrate] the difficulty that post-
colonial states had in implementing modernization pro-
jectsa (p. 44). Toner outlines that the peasantsa reactions
to these changes were not spurred by a desire for future
political improvement, but rather by their existing wishes
and needs, and athe challenges that confronted the two
Vietnamese states demonstrate the difficulties of post-
colonial development in a heavily contested theatre of
the Cold Wara (p. 45). New technologies and infrastruc-
tures were also far more important in the progression of
the 4Rice Wara (pp. 53454) than in realizing political ide-
als. Patrick Neveling concludes this section with an anal-
ysis of Export Processing Zones (EPZs) during the Cold
War, specifically focusing on Puerto Rico (pp. 64484).
The U.S. territory on the periphery of the Cold War func-
tioned as a testing zone for contemporary American poli-
cies regarding decolonization (pp. 63464), and the EPZs
were models for capitalist developments. These zones
were thus aan indispensable tool for the United States
[a!] for promoting capitalist development policies in the
Third Worlda (p. 77).

Part two, Aalntellectual Assertions in the Anti-
Colonial Era, is concerned with the thoughts and claims
of intellectual figures during Cold War decolonization. It
aincorporates individuals and groups who asserted their
own perspectives and ideas into the major, often clash-
ing, ideologies of the perioda (p. 85). John Munro begins
this section with a close reading of a journal called Politi-
cal Affairs (pp. 874105) to adevote attention to the details
of one slice of anti-colonial Cold War culture within the
United Statesa (p. 87) and to highlight athe ways in which
decolonization and the Cold War interacted within one of
the superpowersa (p. 99). Andrew Arsan concludes this
part with a biographical approach, reconsidering the im-
pact of Lebanese philosopher and politician Charles Ma-
lik (190641987) in 1946-1962 (pp. 1074121), which were
the early years of the Cold War. As Lebanese ambassador
in the United States and Foreign Minister of Lebanon,

Malik had a decisive role in fostering the relationship be-
tween the two nation-states. Arsan wants to dexamine
afresh, and complicate Malikas historiographical reputa-
tion as an unquestioning proponent of American inter-
estsd (p. 109) and argues that Malikas pro-Americanism
was not a predetermined factor in the history of decolo-
nization and the early Cold War, but rather the result of
extensive thought and reflection (p. 110). More impor-
tantly, afor Malik, [4]] the Cold War offered a means of
escaping the quandaries of decolonizationa (p. 119) and
presented a solution for Lebanonas regional insecurity.

aContesting Heritage and Identification,d the vol-
umeas third section, observes the creation of national
identities in Malaysia (pp. 125a4144), the 4Oriental Soviet
Uniona (pp. 145a166), and Egypt (pp. 1674182). Anna
Belogurova first examines the roles of the Malayan Com-
munist Party (MCP, pp. 1284133) and the Malayan Chi-
nese Association (MCA, pp. 1334137) between 1920 and
1960 to analyze the impact that nationalism and interna-
tionalism had on these two organizations. As Belogurova
asserts, internationalism played a key role in creating the
Malayan nation-stateds multi-ethnic principles. In her
chapter, Hanna Jansen focuses on the methodical cre-
ation of nationalism in the Central Asian regions of the
Soviet Union by providing an insight of the life and im-
pact of Bobodzhan Gafurovich Gafurov (190821977), the
Director of the Institute for Oriental Studies in Moscow.
She wants to asituate Soviet modernizing strategies of
nation-building in Central Asia in the broader contexts
of globalization and Cold War4 (p. 146) and demonstrate
that the scholarly views on Central Asian civilization
were largely athe result of Moscowas political Cold War
strategiesd (p. 160). William Carruthers concludes part
three with his analysis of the relationships between ar-
chaeology, decolonization, and the Cold War. He focuses
on the excavation of the Pennsylvania Museum of Ar-
chaeology and Anthropology at Mit Rahina (pp. 1734176)
and concludes that darchaeological events [seem] to re-
flect political meta-narratives,a since the devents at Mit
Rahina illustrate the particular ways in which this meta-
narrative could emergea (p. 178).

The fourth and largest part of the book,
a(Re)conceiving Sovereignty and Statehood,a seeks to
a[reconsider] the meaning of sovereignty and the state
at the crossroads of the Cold War and decolonizationa (p.
183) and indicate the nature of sovereignty and statehood
during these years. It thereby focuses not only on the
United Nations and the Commonwealth as alternatives
to the Cold War blocs, but also on the importance of con-

temporary trends in international relations. In his chap-
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ter, Daniel Haines (pp. 1854202) dexamines the effect of
Commonwealth membership on sovereignty and state-
formation in India and Pakistané (p. 186) and analyzes
the United Statesa position toward the Commonwealth.
The U.S. did consider joining the Commonwealth, but
when the conflict between the then-independent nation-
states India and Pakistan became unmanageable, Wash-
ington had to interfere. Haines therefore concludes that
the Indian and Pakistani status das fully independent
nation-states was far from settled during the early days
of decolonizationa (p. 198). Ryan M. Irwinas chapter (pp.
2034213) shifts the focus from South Asia to Africa, stat-
ing that 4[tJhe Congo was simultaneously a hotbed of
inter-African intrigue, a playground for the superpow-
ers and a turning point in the decolonization progressa
(p. 203). The chapter describes the succession of the
Katanga province and emphasizes the UN4s failure to
react to developments caused by decolonization in that
region. Irwin also highlights the diversity of the groups
that longed for independence and were not always united
by anti-imperialist values (p. 214). In his chapter, Moshik
Temkin demonstrates the impact of these ideals on the
historical events of the time. He explains the French
governmentas refusal to allow Malcom X into the coun-
try in 1965 (pp. 2194a238). Since the African-American
figurehead of anti-imperialism doperated at the touchy
meeting point between the aftermath of decolonization
and the global effects of the Cold War4 (p. 220) and repre-
sented an anti-Western lobby, the nation-state of France
restricted Malcom X3as entry into France to preserve its
own interests. It is thus apparent that 4&French authori-
ties were reacting to a political type, not necessarily to
an individuala (p. 232). The fourth and final chapter of
this section deals with Special Economic Zones (SEZs)
in Asia (pp. 2394253). Christopher Miller atraces the fall
and rise of special zones for foreign investors in Chinaa
(p. 240) and examines how state economies interacted
during the Cold War. By examining Taiwanas Kaohsiung
export processing zone (pp. 2424247), Miller points out

that nationsa desires for stabilized economies are often
much stronger than specific ideologies (p. 250).

aDefending the State: Intelligence and Violencea is
the bookas final section and deals with the role of intel-
ligence in the stateds defense. The section are-examines
old evidence and gives it a new twista (p. 255). It tries to
highlight the duses and abuses of intelligence in decolo-
nized environments (ibid.). Caroline Elkins discusses the
colonial powersa archival policies in the days of decolo-
nization and the early Cold War; she states that in Kenya,
amassive numbers of incriminating files were torched [4!]
documents had been put to the wind, and those that re-
mained in Nairobi told an incomplete story, at best, of
British colonial rulea (p. 261). Eventually, Paul M. Mc-
Carr analyzes the intelligence relations that India and
Pakistan had with Great Britain and the United States.
He explains how both South Asian nation-states not only
had ideological reasons for cooperating, but that they
aviewed Western intelligence services as an instrument
that could be used to consolidate state power and bolster
postcolonial nation-buildinga (p. 297).

Decolonization and the Cold War is a solid collec-
tion of historical reviews that offers new perspectives
on the relationship between decolonization and the Cold
War; consequently, it serves scholarly agendas well. For
students interested in a mere introduction to Cold War
history, however, it is far too exorbitant. The volume
makes for valuable additional reading in a seminar set-
ting, or perhaps as a point of discussion for graduate stu-
dents who have already taken courses in Cold War his-
tory. However, for the general student reader, the book is
too advancedait is structured under the assumption that
readers have existing knowledge on the topic. The pur-
pose of the series is thus partly fulfilled, since the volume
itself is a must-read for scholars interested in either the
Cold War and decolonization or the interrelated history
of both historical phenomena.
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