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World War I and the End of the Ottomans strives to
place the First World War in a global perspective, in par-
ticular, Ottoman Anatolia, the Balkans, and Palestine.
For each of these three regions, the authors endeavor to
present how nationalism and its politics questioned the
Ottoman State and its legitimacy before and during the
Great War. Two of these territoriesâPalestine and the
Balkansâcontinue to be theaters of conflict today. This
collective volume covers significant events, including the
Balkan Wars, World War I, and the Armenian genocide.
Coeditors Hans-Lukas Kieser, Kerem Ãktem, and Mau-
rus Reinkowski jointly wrote the introduction, and ten
authors contributed chapters to the volume.

The book is broken into four main sections. The vol-
ume follows a chronological order, starting with the Ot-
toman loss of its European possessions in the Balkan
Wars in 1912 through the end of World War I. The first
section includes two chapters and sets the stage for the
Great War. In this part, Kieser argues that the Ottoman
State âquestioned the imperial loyalties of certain pop-
ulationâ (p. 29), such as Maronite Christians in Mount
Lebanon, Jews in Palestine, Arabs of Mecca, and Kurds
and Armenians in Anatolia. The government put its non-
Turkish citizens under surveillance, because the state
considered these minority citizens to be the potential al-

lies of foreign powers. YiÄit AkÄ±n presents a differ-
ent kind of surveillance during the Seferberlik (mobiliza-
tion). AkÄ±n concludes, âthreat of death for noncom-
plianceâ to the army created âa wave of fear and anxi-
etyâ in the Ottoman towns and villages (p. 62). Kieser
and AkÄ±n show that questioning of minoritiesâ loy-
alty to the state and the fear of recruitment into the
army created violence in the Ottoman Empire. Thus, fol-
lowing the coup dâÃ©tat of January 23, 1913 (Bab-I Ali
BaskÄ±nÄ±), which brought the Young Turks to power
until 1918, coercion of different minority groups began
in the Ottoman land.

The second part contains two chapters written by
Y. DoÄan Ãetinkaya and Emre Erol. Ãetinkaya and
Erol present how nationalism and religion united peo-
ple against the Ottoman Empire in the Balkans and the
severe response of the Ottomans to this uprising, which
ignited the Balkan War of 1912-13.

The last two parts of the book explore Palestinian,
Kurdish, andArmenian problems in the Ottoman Empire.
In the third section, Michelle U. Campus and Yuval Ben-
Bassat shed light on the Ottoman perspective during the
last decade of its rule about the never-ending Palestinian
issue. Campus and Ben-Bassat explore the range of re-
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actions to Ottomanism and the roots of Palestinian na-
tionalism after the 1908 revolution. Hasan Kayaliâs book
Arabs and Young Turks: Ottomanism, Arabism, and Is-
lamism in the Ottoman Empire, 1908- 1918 (1997) presents
an analytical approach to the emergence of Arab nation-
alism. Kayali concludes that the Young Turksâ Turkifi-
cation policy intensified and unified sentiments of Ara-
bism. As Kayali, Campus and Ben-Bassat state that af-
ter the Young Turks claimed power, the Palestinians saw
Ottomanism as a âsickâ concept. In 1912, several leading
articles in the Haifa-based newspaper al-Kamil and the
Jaffa-based newspaper Falastin âdecried the grave âsick-
nessâ facing Ottomanismâ (p. 131). Four years after 1908,
these newspapers played a key role in promoting Arab
nationalism, which still persists in the Arab Peninsula.

The last part of the book is devoted to Kurdish and
Armenian problems, which Turkey has been forced to
face in the international arena. Part 4 contains four
chapters written by Mehmet Polatel, Thomas Schmutz,
VahÃ© Tachjian, and UÄur Ãmit ÃngÃ¶r. In their chap-
ters, the authors explore various issues between the cen-
tral government and the Kurds and Armenians. These
problems included the central governmentâs policy re-
garding land distributions and disputes; confiscations of
Armenian lands by local, mostly Kurdish people; and the
Armenian communities siding with the Russians against
the Ottoman Empire. As early as 1913, the Russians en-

deavored to create one big Armenian region as a buffer
zone between themselves and the Ottomans. With this
intention, the Russian dragoman AndrÃ© Mandelstam
demanded the six eastern Ottoman provinces for the Ar-
menians. Such proposals, demands, and issues brought
Turkish-Armenian relations to a deadlock, which still
continues.

In this impressive collection, the authors use vari-
ous archival sources in many languages, including Ara-
bic, Ottoman Turkish, Armenian, and Macedonian. The
essays interconnect diverse processes of social, politi-
cal, and nationalistic exchange that escalated into con-
flict and created violence throughout the Balkans and the
Middle East. The volume effectively presents the defini-
tive end of religious and ethnic coexistence in the Ot-
toman Empire after World War I. The events that took
place until 1915 marked a definitive Ottoman break with
the idea of Ottomanism or Ottoman identity (Osmanlilik).
The Ottoman revolution of 1908, the Balkan Wars, the
coup dâÃ©tat of January 23, 1913, and the Armenian
events of 1915 all marked the end of Osmanlilik; that
is, the chain of mentioned events ended the viability of
a multicultural, multiethnic, and multireligious Ottoman
community. This provocative work will become a central
reference work for scholars, as well as an indispensable
source for future studies of Arab-Ottoman and Balkan-
Ottoman interactions during the Young Turks reign.
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