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The so-called global history is a rising approach in
historical studies worldwide and also media history and
the history of telecommunications are recently going
global, after decades or better centuries in which the geo-
graphical framework was mainly national. Going global
means at least three different things. First, comparing
single national cases in order to find specific ânational
stylesâ in communication history (the most famous, and
criticized, example is Hallin andMancini Daniel C. Hallin
/ Paolo Mancini, Comparing Media Systems: Three Mod-
els of Media and Politics, Cambridge 2004. ). Second,
adopting a transnational perspective and studying com-
munication flows over national borders, international in-
stitutions and actors that had to regulate them, suprana-
tional economic powers, circulation of ideas (and people)
that cannot be circumscribed by national spaces. Alexan-
der Badenoch /Andreas Fickers, Introduction: Europe
Materializing? Toward a Transnational History of Eu-
ropean Infrastructures, in: Alexander Badenoch / An-
dreas Fickers (eds.), Materializing Europe: Transnational
Infrastructures and the Project of Europe, Basingstoke
2010, pp. 1â25. Third and final, for historiography of
communication going global means historicizing the pro-

cess of globalization itself, retracing its roots and redis-
covering the past of an apparently recent phenomenon.

This book tries to take into account all these three
dimensions, focusing mainly on the global history of
wired telegraphy between 1860 and 1930. First, it is
a book in which different national and even regional
case studies of global telegraphy are considered: Japanâs,
the United Kingdomâs, Indiaâs governments, companies,
newspapers and people were all confronted with the new
technology, as well as small and peripheral regions in
Scandinavia and Arizona (US). Second, institutions such
as International Telecommunication Union, global news
agencies as Reuters, 19th century conglomerates such as
the Eastern and Associated Telegraph Companies were
all main characters in the transnational history of teleg-
raphy. Finally, this volume reflects on a technology that
âcaused the most dramatic globalization effects among
all new technologies of the nineteenth centuryâ (p. 7),
tracing back the history of globalization at least to the
first half of the 19th century and pointing to the role of
the electric telegraph in this process.

This is not great news and the potential reader should
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not think about another, enthusiastic and taken-for-
granted book on âunavoidableâ and âirresistibleâ glob-
alization. On the contrary, the volume âcritically recon-
siders these grand narratives of the annihilation of time
and space, the Victorian internet, imperial control and
nationalist power politicsâ (p. 9), and focuses on more
innovative elements. DwayneWinseckâs and LÃ©onard
Laborieâs chapters aim to complicate the categories of
ânationalâ and âglobalâ even from a methodological per-
spective, discussing models in which media history is
studied / written and reconsidering the history of the first
international institution that was ever created to manage
the telegraph (the Telegraph Union, later known as ITU).

The book also describes plenty of alternative, and of-
ten failed, histories of global telegraphy. One of them is
the failed idea of building a global communist network
described by Martin Doll: âWorkers of the world, com-
municate!â to paraphrase one of themost famous rallying
cries from the Communist Manifesto. The utopian link-
age of telegraphy and worldâs fairs to symbolize the uni-
fication of two institutions of modernity is a further story
(see Lars Blumaâs chapter). Finally, as Michael Mann and
Amelia Bonea emphasize, telegraphy was not only used
in favor of colonial powers and the UK specifically, but
also to build an Indian nationalism. Accordingly, telegra-
phy and globalization were neither irresistible nor easily
controllable forces.

Some chapters focus on geographical issues, trying to
counteract the annihilation of narratives of space. Vin-
cent Mosco, The Digital Sublime: Myth, Power, and Cy-
berspace, Cambridge 2004. Englishness influenced the
process of identity formation among the Eastern and As-
sociated Telegraph Cable Companiesâ workers, mean-
ing that a multinational company may have a tied na-
tional identity (see Wendy Gagenâs chapter). Telegraph
wires froze in the cold of Northern Europe endangering
not only the global but even the regional functioning, as
Jonas Harvard points out. More generally, as reminded in
Florian Sprengerâs chapter, contemporaries experienced
electricity in contradictory ways and slow speed or no
speed were part of this imaginary.

How to reshape the history of telegraphy as an agent
of globalization? First of all, applying new methodolo-
gies and new research fields to the history of telecommu-
nications: frommedia and journalism studies to Friedrich
Kittlerâs insights Friedrich Kittler, Gramophone, Film,
Typewriter, Stanford (CA) 1999. ; from the history of
technology (Daniel Headrick and David Edgerton, for ex-
ample, are often mentioned Daniel R. Headrick, The In-
visible Weapon: Telecommunications and International
Politics, 1851â1945, New York 1991; Daniel R. Head-
rick, The Tentacles of Progress: Technology Transfer
in the Age of Imperialism, 1850â1940, New York 1988;
David Edgerton, The Shock of the Old: Technology
and Global History since 1900, London 2006. ) to the
history of public sphere; from diplomatic and transna-
tional studies to postmodern sociology. Second, search-
ing through sources (such as political debates, techni-
cal journals, minutes of board of directors) in specific
archives such ITU archives, private companiesâ records
(especially newspapers and news agencies), national gov-
ernment archives. In terms of methodology and sources,
contributors could have donemore, as well as the two ed-
itors should have pushed the prestigious authors to focus
more on the central topic of this book. As we all know,
these are the risks of an edited volume.

Nevertheless, I think that this is a must-read book
for historians of telecommunications and historians of
globalization. The first ones could find alternative and
sometimes not-telegraphic ways to think about the tele-
graph; the second could complicate the history of glob-
alization, re-evaluating the role of the telegraph and bet-
ter understanding counter-forces emerged through tele-
graph lines. Furthermore, historians of journalism, of
public sphere, of imperialism, of colonialism, of gender
and probably other historians could find this book inspir-
ing in order to add communication in their histories. Be-
side globalization, this is the second general trend of con-
temporary history addressed in this edited book: redis-
covering the past adding communicative dimensions, as
communication may help the (re)emergence of alterna-
tive histories. John Durham Peters, History as a Commu-
nication Problem, in: Barbie Zelizer (ed.), Explorations in
Communication and History, London 2008, pp. 19â34.
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