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Mobilität und Umwelt

Mobility, transport, and the environment are closely
intertwined fields that structure society. Motorized
means of transport and their physical infrastructures are
responsible for a considerable portion of environmen-
tally relevant emissions, noise pollution, and the con-
sumption of space. On the other hand, new concepts of
mobility have fuelled the growing discourse about sus-
tainability and ecological justice. The policies and pol-
itics of transport and the environment are closely con-
nected with close causal interdependencies. However,
the dimension of historical experience is mostly absent
from contemporary discourses about conflicts between
transport and the environmentâthe topics and methods
of environmental history are only partially integrated
into the history of transport, traffic, and mobility.

The joint conference of the Arbeitskreis Verkehrs-
geschichte and the Rachel Carson Center addressed these
research gaps and examined environmentally relevant
aspects of transport, traffic, andmobility from a historical
perspective. The papers thus broadened our understand-
ing of how mobility, environment, politics, and society
are intertwined. Moreover, they delivered ample evi-
dence that revealed how concepts of mobility and envi-
ronmental concerns are linked to specific historical con-
texts.

The first section analysed how rail transport has been
shaped by economy and ecology. In particular, DIRK
STEFFEN and DIRK METZLER (Basel) reviewed the eco-

logical aspects of rail cargo in Switzerland. Giving a short
description of the history of railroad freight, they first
pointed out several key events that continue to have an
effect on rail transport, such as the 1970s energy crises. In
the second part of the paper, the presenters discussed the
current situation of SBB cargo in Switzerland, which is
constricted by national and European legislation on mar-
ket regulation and environmental standards.

While their paper hinted at possible market strate-
gies that allow for compliance with both requirements,
the second section of the conference dealt with the shap-
ing of the countryside between the nineteenth century
and the end of the Second World War by traffic. ZEF
SEGAL (Tel Aviv) asked how railroad infrastructure was
fitted into the countryside during the nineteenth cen-
tury. Claiming that nature is socially constructed, he
showed how painted postcards portrayed the country-
side, railroad tracks, and trains. Segal also identified sev-
eral key themes that can be linked to specific histori-
cal contexts. Initially, trains and railroad were natural-
ized, i.e., they were depicted as symbiotic partners of the
landscape. In the paintings, life continued harmoniously
while the surrounding nature shifted and trains became a
part of it. This fostered a growing acceptance of trains in
Germany. In the late nineteenth century, the paintings
changed: the impact of industrialization and the role of
railroads were put on display. Since most of the paint-
ings that were analysed were sponsored by railroad com-
panies or tourist companies, their intentions still need
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to be reviewed. Moreover, this type of source needs to
be compared with other images of rail traffic. Neverthe-
less, Segalâs paper strongly contributed to our general
understanding of how paintings can be used as a source
for historical research. SYLVIANECKER (Munich) added
to the idea of traffic infrastructure shaping the country-
side in her presentation on âembedded mobility.â She fo-
cused on the concepts of road, countryside, and native
Germany as discussed by the architect Alwin Seifert. He
aimed, for instance, tomodel roads as parts of the âorgan-
icâ countryside. Thus, he planned to embed the autobahn
into the German scenery, a topos that was heavily used
during National Socialism.

The third section of the conference moved to two
wheelers and their significance as alternative traffic con-
cepts. PETER COXâs paper (Chester / Munich) addressed
the nexus between cycling, environmentalism, and so-
cial change in Great Britain during the 1970s. He scru-
tinized how cycling caused the emergence of environ-
mental awareness. According to Cox, cycling was a way
to transform the environment. But it also went beyond
thatâthree different types of protest groups were closely
linked to cycling as a form of social protest. The first
group formed a general opposition to the road program
planned by the British government. New radical cam-
paigning groups for environmentalism such as Friends
of the Earth were also connected to cycling. Thirdly, di-
rect action groups considered the bike to be an alterna-
tive to the car. Coxâs approach mainly presented the
complexity of social protest from a bottom-up perspec-
tive. RUTH OLDENZIEL (Eindhoven), in contrast, chose
a different angle. She reviewed how two-wheelers such
as bikes, motorbikes, and e-bikes represent an alterna-
tive mobility concept to the use of cars in China. The
growing number of cars poses a major dilemma for the
Chinese government. On the one hand, the purchase of
cars is promoted because it fosters economic growth. On
the other hand, the driving of cars is discouraged since
it causes both severe gridlocks in major urban areas and
heavy environmental pollution. In order to solve these
problems, the Chinese government propagates the use
of two-wheelers. Bikes, however, are not yet embraced
by Chinese consumers because of class issues, especially
since car ownership is far more prestigious. Currently,
politicians, city planners, and mobility experts intend to
test several options in Shanghai, Chinaâs laboratory, in
order to increase consumer acceptance of two-wheelers.

Mobility and travel were at the center of the next pair
of papers. PHILIPP PLATTNER (Innsbruck) exploredmo-
bility concepts in the Middle Ages. His case study on

Duke Leopold III from Austria revealed the embedded-
ness of mobility in geographical circumstances, weather,
and seasons. The travels of Leopold III were also deter-
mined by his needs as a ruler to visit most parts of his
dominion to exercise power. Other motives for travelling
appeared in MORITZ GLASERâs (Kiel) paper. Leisureâa-
part from economic prosperityâwas the driving force that
initiated mass tourism in Spain in the 1950s. In the be-
ginning, Spanish politicians, local tourist agencies, and
residents primarily viewed the environment as an infras-
tructure that guaranteed tourism. This shifted as a grow-
ing number of tourists travelled to Spain and environ-
mental pollution increased. This development started to
threaten the very basis of tourism and triggered a criti-
cal debate, in which many motives were at play. Glaser
claimed that the assumption of a linear progress from
tourism to a growing environmental consciousness was
not supported by his sources. Rather, he pointed to a
complex negotiation process where local perspectives,
national goals, and international debates clashed.

The problem of traffic gridlocks was at the center of
the final section. MASSIMO MORAGLIO (Berlin) exam-
ined the reasons for a light rail renaissance in Europe. As
car mobility caused problems such as the congestion of
inner cities or pollution in the 1970s, light rail appeared
as a solution. It was a cost-effective, efficient, and a tried
and tested system. Consequently, several European cities
such as Strasbourg embraced this idea. During the 1980s,
the popularity of this mobility concept further increased.
It was promoted as a factor that induced urban renewal.
Light rail transport enabled consumers to travel swiftly
from the outskirts to the city centers. Moreover, it con-
siderably reduced environmental pollution, since fewer
cars entered the cities. Nevertheless, Moraglio indicated
that light rail systems have only had a minor impact on
transport in Europe. The Rise of the Airport Sprawl was
the topic of BRET EDWARDSâ (Toronto) paper, with a
special focus on the airports in Vancouver and Montreal.
Building these airports, the Canadian government, ex-
perts, planners, and local residents had to negotiate the
consequences of the growing noise pollution caused by
an increase in air travel. The problem also became a
major concern since suburbanization brought residential
areas closer to airports. Hence, the airport Montreal-
Mirabel was built in a remote location and designed as
vision for future air travel. Yet, travelers neither accepted
its design nor its remote location away from the city cen-
ter. Soon after its opening, passenger numbers tumbled
and thus airlines decided to route their passengers via the
old Montreal-Dorval airport.
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Mobility and environment formed the core of this in-
terdisciplinary workshop. The papers demonstrated how
both environmental and mobility history strongly profit
from a multi-perspective approach that allows the inter-
dependencies between mobility, environment, and tech-
nological parameters as well as political and social inter-
ests to be highlighted.

Conference Overview:

Transalp â Schienenverkehr zwischen Ãkonomie und
Ãkologie

Dirk Steffen / Dirk Metzeler (Basel), Ãkologische As-
pekte des SchienengÃ¼tertransports in der Schweiz in
der Vergangenheit, Gegenwart und in Zukunft

Landschaftsgestaltung durch Verkehr â Landschaft im
Verkehr

Zef Segal (Tel Aviv), Representations of 19th century
trains and railways as natural phenomenon in the Ger-
man World

Sylvia Necker (MÃ¼nchen), Eingebettete MobilitÃ¤t.
Konzepte zu StraÃe, Landschaft und Heimat des âReich-
slandschaftsanwaltsâ Alwin Seifert

Auf zwei RÃ¤dern. Die umweltpolitische Relevanz
eines alternativen Verkehrskonzepts

Peter Cox (Chester / Munich), Cycling, Environmen-
talism, and Change

Ruth Oldenziel (Eindhoven), Two-Wheelers as Sus-
tainable Alternatives in the Car Society â the Case of
China

MobilitÃ¤t und Tourismus

Philipp Plattner (Innsbruck), Die MobilitÃ¤t eines
spÃ¤tmittelalterlichen FÃ¼rsten am Beispiel der Reise-
herrschaft Herzog Leopold III. von Ãsterreich

Moritz Glaser (Kiel), Herausforderungen durch
MassenmobilitÃ¤t: umweltbezogene Auswirkungen des
Tourismus und tourismuskritische Debatten in spanis-
chen Tourismusregionen zwischen 1950 und 1980

Expansion und Verkehrsinfarkt: Herausforderungen
und LÃ¶sungsstrategien anMobilitÃ¤tskonzepte in Europa
und Nordamerika

Massimo Moraglio (Berlin), Gridlocked Transport
Systems: Inertia and Resilience in Car-Oriented Urban
Transport Behaviours. A Historical Perspective

Bret Edwards (Toronto), Aero-Mobile Sprawl: Jet-
Age Airports and Socio-Environmental Disruption in
1970s Canada
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