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Gender – Nation – Emancipation. Women and Families in the ‘long’ Nineteenth Century in Italy and
Germany

The history of the âlongâ European Nineteenth Cen-
tury is widely characterized as a period of rising â or
rather increasing â national consciousness, nation build-
ing, and growing nationalism. While looking at the con-
temporary processes of constructing national identities,
historians need to deal with questions of social affilia-
tion as well as the experience of exclusion. Situated in
this wide-ranging topic, the workshop âGender â Na-
tion â Emancipation. Women and Families in the âlongâ
Nineteenth Century in Italy and Germanyâ focused on
the expansion of womenâs participation in national pol-
itics in Germany and Italy, with particular attention to
the relationship between female and Jewish emancipa-
tion, as well as the hypothesized twofold marginaliza-
tion of Jewish women in 19th-century civil society. The
two-day seminar on 17 and 18 April 2015 was organised
by RUTH NATTERMANN (Munich) at the Historicum of
the Ludwig-Maximilians-University Munich, as part of
an international and interdisciplinary network of schol-
ars, funded by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft, in
collaboration with theWissenschaftliche Arbeitsgemein-
schaft des Leo Baeck Instituts.

In their opening remarks, RUTH NATTERMANN
(Munich) and ANNE-LAURE BRIATTE-PETERS (Paris)
outlined the specific objectives and general background
of the German-Italian comparative approach. After ad-
dressing recent historiographical development, Natter-
mann stressed the continuing lack of comparative stud-
ies of womenâs and gender history regarding these two

so-called âlate nationsâ. Hence, the network of schol-
ars deliberately focused on research into gender and na-
tion, including the particular interdependence between
female and Jewish emancipation, based on four analyti-
cal issues: The relationship betweenwomen, families and
national discourse; female identities; womenâs emanci-
pation movements, as well as the involvement of women
and families in the development of nationalism and war.
In order to answer the question how women contributed
to the aggressive, imperialistically-orientated national-
ism at the beginning of the 20th-century, Briatte-Peters
referred to the importance of the contemporary interna-
tional dimensions of womenâs organizations in order to
reveal mutual influences and transfers of ideas across na-
tional borders.

The first of five panels included three talks on the
topic of âConstructing the Nationâ and was presented
by Michael Brenner (Munich). Focussing on the paradig-
matic moment in the national struggle of the 19th-
century by acknowledging the crucial role of families in
processes of national renewal, STEFANIA BERNINI (Syd-
ney) opened the panel by presenting the central ideas of
her transnational analysis of family narratives and their
engagement with the national cause. Combining a bi-
ographical perspective with the study of family-based
memorialisation, Bernini explained the close connection
between nation and historiography on family culture
with regard to the case of the Italian Risorgimento, em-
phasizing the importance of the generational concept in
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national discourse.

The contribution by PHILIPP LENHARD (Munich)
addressed âGender Aspectsâ in traditional Jewishness on
the basis of the Frankfurt Circumcision Debate of 1844,
which was triggered by the members of the âJewish re-
form associationâ who did not want their sons to be cir-
cumcised any more. Lenhardâs insightful discourse anal-
ysis revealed vivid conflicts regarding the question âWho
is a Jew and why?â: Not only was contemporary Jew-
ish Androcentrism seriously contested by the rejection
of this central rite de passage of belonging to the Jewish
people, but the general relationship between individual
concerns and common rules of the âJewish familyâ were
also scrutinized, as Lenhard demonstrated in detail.

SILVIA GUETTA (Florence) completed the first panel
with her talk on the transformation of Jewish education
models during the Emancipation Period in Italy, focusing
in particular on the situation of women. In connection
with the challenges faced during the process of integra-
tion of the Jewish minority into the young Italian nation
state, Guetta outlined the difficult task for Jewish women
regarding the creation of an Italian Culture: The Jewish-
Italian concept urged them to be teachers of the young
generation, inventing a new model of education, which
was both Jewish and civil.

GIULIA FRONTONI (GÃ¶ttingen) opened the sec-
ond panel on âConceptions of Womanhoodâ, chaired by
XosÃ© M. NÃºÃ±ez Seixas (Munich). In her research
paper, Frontoni drew comparisons between the contem-
porary discourses among writing intellectuals and noble
women on the social functions of women within German
and Italian Nationalism around 1848, outlining two mod-
els of political femininity: The âPoliticalWomanâ and the
âMother of theNationâ, both closely linked to the specific
features demanded for the creation of national conscious-
ness.

The feminist perspective was also emphasized in
the speech by ANNE-LAURE BRIATTE-PETERS (Paris).
Analysing the various family settings of leaders in the
radical feminist movement during the German Wil-
helminian Empire (1890-1918), Briatte-Peters argued
against the contemporary representations of these rad-
icals as individualists rejecting the institution of family.
On the contrary, such radicals proposed a higher concep-
tion of family, as Briatte-Peters showed in her clear and
detailed description of the radicalsâ lifestyles.

The first day of the workshop concluded with a so-
phisticated keynote panel, which offered specific insight

into the interdependence of âGender, Nation and Eman-
cipation in Germanyâ, as well as âFeminism, Emanci-
pationism and Womenâs Associationismâ in the Italian
context. Introduced by Sylvia Schraut (Munich), who
chaired this keynote panel, ANGELIKA SCHASER (Ham-
burg) outlined gender as the key category for under-
standing nations from a historical perspective. Featuring
a broad analytical overview of respective German his-
toriographical developments, Schaser pleaded for more
biographical, local, and regional research as a basis for
understanding this entangled history, both on a national
and international level. Furthermore, she underlined the
essential consideration of religious aspects in historical
research for a deeper knowledge of contemporary wom-
enâs movements.

PERRY WILSON (Dundee) delivered the second
keynote, indicating the huge gaps in current historiog-
raphy on the early Italian womenâs movement in gen-
eral, as well as early fascism in its first wave in particu-
lar. Her contribution included fascinating reflections on
the use of the problematic term of âfeminismâ, especially
in transnational research, highlighting the need for dis-
cussion when labelling forms of feminism in order to un-
derstand the various motivations of the womenâs move-
ment.

The first panel of the workshopâs second day, chaired
by Margit SzÃ¶llÃ¶si-Janze (Munich), presented current
research projects on âWomenâs Emancipation Move-
mentsâ in Germany and Italy. The contribution by
SYLVIA SCHRAUT (Munich) questioned the creation of
the German feminist tradition by scrutinizing the supra-
denominational self-description of moderate middle-
class feminists. In order to understand the relationship
between contemporarywomenâsmovements and the na-
tion state, Schraut emphasized the importance of clari-
fying the protestant affiliation of the moderate feminist
representatives, instead of taking their claim of being
supra-denominational for granted.

Moving back to the beginnings of a transnational co-
operation between German and US-American middle-
class womenâs movements in the second half of the 19th
century, MAGDALENA GEHRING (Dresden) focused on
the close relationship between international feminist net-
working, and national hopes of female emancipation. In
her PhD project, Gehring analyzes â inter alia â the peri-
odical Neue Bahnen of the German Allgemeiner Deutscher
Frauenverein (ADF),identifying the critical and ambiva-
lent reception of American feminist activities as the cru-
cial motivating impact on middle-class German femi-
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nists.

The contribution by RUTHNATTERMANN (Munich)
scrutinized the process of Jewish integration into the
young Italian nation state, with a special focus on the am-
bivalent situation of Jewish feminist activists in the Ital-
ian womenâs movement in the period between 1861 and
1922. Challenging the traditional narrative of an almost
linear inclusion of the Jewish minority into Italian soci-
ety, Nattermannâs analysis, based on personal as well as
organizational archives, identified the widening gap be-
tween Jewish and non-Jewish feminists in the course of
the investigation period as a result of the long-lasting in-
fluence of family identities in the Italian-Jewish context,
on the one hand, and the close link between anti-laicistic
and anti-Judaic tendencies of Catholic activists, on the
other hand.

The second panel on Saturday, chaired by Paula-Irene
Villa (Munich), addressed female and religious identities
in conflict. ANNA SEITZER (Regensburg) started the dis-
cussion with her presentation on Helene StÃ¶cker (1869-
1943), one of the most popular feminists during the Ger-
man Empire. Introducing StÃ¶ckerâs radical demands
for a reform of sexual ethics, Seitzer drew a vivid picture
of an emancipated woman who tried to implement her
innovative concept of the âNewWomanâ and human be-
ings in general, which found one of its most important
expressions in her foundation of the âBund fÃ¼r Mut-
terschutz und Sexualreformâ in 1905.

LIVIANA GAZZETTA (Venice) explored the close
link between anti-Judaic and anti-feminist positions in
Italy, where the process of Jewish emancipation and the
claim for womenâs emancipation frequently overlapped.
Concentrating on the early Italian Catholic womenâs
movement at the turn of the 20th century, Gazzetta em-
phasized her thesis according to which the accusations
of separatism, raised against these socially marginalized
groups, were based on the idea that religious â that is
Catholic â unity ensured national identity, and that tra-
ditional middle-class femininity was the strongest guar-
antee of this kind of unity.

The last panel of the two-day seminar consisted of
three contributions on âWomen and Families at Warâ,
presented by Stefanie SchÃ¼ler-Springorum (Berlin).
The section started with a speech on Jewish womenâs
wartime experience by ANDREA SINN (Berkeley), in
which she presented her analysis of Jewish male and fe-
male narrations about the circumstances of the lives they
were facing at the beginning of the 20th century. Sinnâs
contribution offered new insight into the ambivalent im-

pact of the First World War on contemporary German
anti-Semitism, as well as into the complex interplay of
gender, social class, and religious-ethnic culture, both
with regard to the social history of the âGreat Warâ in
particular, as well as to German history in general.

The presentation by MARIE-CHRISTIN LUX (Berlin),
based on her PhD project, widened the Italian-German
perspective by an analysis of the complex dialogues in
the sophisticated correspondences of four Jewish as well
as non-Jewish middle-class couples in French. Lux drew
a vivid picture of a previously unknown intimate sphere
of war, by presenting the letters not only as examples of
conversations between spouses but as intellectual discus-
sions about the war, thus revealing new voices and per-
spectives on the conflict, especially with regard to female
and Jewish war engagement, as well as their respective
roles in society.

In his visual history contribution, PHILIPP NIELSEN
(Berlin) presented an innovative perspective on First
WorldWar âHome-Front-Storiesâ. By analyzing the self-
presentation as well as self-perception of Jewish families
in war photographs, he focused on albums as a narra-
tive device. As Nielsen pointed out, the reconstruction
of the production, distribution and organization of these
portraits facilitates an innovative approach towards the
wartime experience of German-Jewish men and women,
such as the unexpectedly open and visible presence of
Jews in the German military, as well as new perspectives
on gender images and relations.

This first international workshop on âGender-
Nation-Emancipationâ proved to be fruitful for various
reasons: The papers presented were of a high quality, dis-
cussions were lively â not least because of the language
diversity â and the combination of different perspectives
on the broad topic concerning âWomen and Families in
the âlongâ Nineteenth Century in Italy and Germanyâ
offered exciting insight into both past and present. The
next meeting of the DFG-Network, whose cooperation
under the direction of Ruth Nattermann has just started,
will take place in 2016 in Rome.

Conference Overview:

Opening
Ruth Nattermann (Munich) / Anne-Laure Briatte Pe-

ters (Paris)

Panel 1: Constructing the Nation. Discourses on Fam-
ily, Emancipation, and Education

Chair: Michael Brenner (Munich)
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Stefania Bernini (Sydney), Layers of Devotion: Creat-
ing family and nation in the âlongâ Nineteenth Century
in Italy and Germany

Philipp Lenhard (Munich), Contesting Jewish Andro-
centrism: Gender Aspects in the Frankfurt Circumcision
Debate of 1844

Silvia Guetta (Florence), âFare gli ebrei italianiâ. The
transformation of Jewish education models during the
Emancipation Period in Italy

Panel 2: Images and conceptions of Womanhood
Chair: XosÃ© M. NÃºÃ±ez Seixas (Munich)

Giulia Frontoni (GÃ¶ttingen), Political Woman or
Mother of the Nation? Ideals of Womanhood in the Ger-
man and Italian Nationalism around 1848

Anne-Laure Briatte-Peters (Paris), Endangering the
institution of family? Emancipation and family in the
radical womenâs movement in Wilhelminian Germany
(1890-1918)

Keynote Lecture
Chair: Sylvia Schraut (Munich)

Angelika Schaser (Hamburg), Gender, Nation, and
Emancipation in a German Perspective

Perry Willson (Dundee), Feminism, Emancipation-
ism, and Womenâs Associationism. Historians and the
Italian Womenâs Movement 1880-1918

Panel 1: Womenâs Emancipation Movements

Chair: Margit SzÃ¶llÃ¶si-Janze (Munich)

Sylvia Schraut (Munich),The creation of tradition and
religious denomination â the German womenâs move-
ment (1900-1933)

Magdalena Gehring (Dresden), The reception of the
American womenâs movement in Germany. Early con-
tacts between the German and American movements in
the 19th Century

Ruth Nattermann (Munich), âLe emancipateâ? Jew-
ish women in the Italian womenâs movement

Panel 2: Female and religious identities in conflict
Chair: Paula-Irene Villa (Munich)

Anna Seitzer (Regensburg), Womenâs movement and
sexual reform. Helene StÃ¶cker and the âBund fÃ¼r
Mutterschutz und Sexualreformâ

Liviana Gazzetta (Venice), Anti-Jewish and anti-
feminist positions in the Italian Catholic womenâs move-
ment

Panel 3: Women and Families at War
Chair: Stefanie SchÃ¼ler-Springorum (Berlin)

Andrea Sinn (Berkeley), Joining the German Home
Front. Jewish Women and the First World War

Marie-Christin Lux (Berlin), Gender and the experi-
ence of war in the correspondences of French couples

Philipp Nielsen (Berlin), Home-Front Stories: Jewish
(Self-)Representation in German War Time Photography
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