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In Accessible Citizenships: Disability, Nation, and the
Cultural Politics of Greater Mexico, Julie Avril Minich asks
how disability has been used to build, reconfigure, and
dismantle real and imagined political communities in
the context of an evolving Chicana/o cultural national-
ist movement. Breaking new transdisciplinary ground
in disability studies and Latin American studies, Minich
presents a highly insightful and rigorous study of the
ways in which the “ideology of ability” (p. 96) has been
repeatedly represented in Chicana/o texts, images, and
film. Minich finds that these representations are often
deployed within the Chicana/o counternarrative in con-
junction with other non-normative and anti-normative
discourses in order to challenge the hegemonic body
politic. As a result, she suggests that definitions of na-
tionalism are made not just from the defense of ideal
forms, but also the propagation of non-normative im-
agery and rhetoric. Readers also learn of the ways in
which these ideologies have been used toward exclusive
ends, such as in the policing of national borders and in
defense of dominant gender, sexuality, race, and abil-
ity norms. Through close reading and detailed analy-
sis, Minich argues that such “corporeal images used to
depict national belonging have important consequences
for how the rights and obligations of citizenship are dis-

tributed” (p. 2).

Accessible Citizenshipspresents a nuanced and
methodologically sophisticated discussion rooted in lit-
erary criticism of cultural works, drawing upon Minich’s
background in comparative literature, linguistics, and
Latin American studies. An interdisciplinary professor
at the University of Texas at Austin, Minich completed
her dissertation, on which this book is based, at Stan-
ford University. Minich wonders why the nation-state
is the only true organizational tool with which to safe-
guard human rights, arguing that the book responds to
the broader âidea of national belongingâ (p. 194). She
defines âGreater Mexicoâ as a transborder space aligned
with demographic realities of contemporary Hispanic
settlement patterns as well as the imagined political
community of AztlÃ¡n promoted in Chicana/o cultural
nationalism. The phrase âaccessible citizenships,â mean-
while, promotes the ideal of a more equitable distribution
of rights not necessarily anchored to oneâs relationship
to the nation-state. The book is divided into three sec-
tions, each of which explores facets of Chicana/o cultural
nationalism within different geographical and discursive
spaces. This structure focuses on different âmomentsâ
in the history of Greater Mexico, including the develop-
ment and peaking of Chicana/o cultural nationalism in
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the 1960s and 1970s with El Movimiento; U.S.-Mexico
border debates; and neoliberal challenges to nation-state
sovereignty.

The first section looks at the evolution of cultural na-
tionalism within Mexico, analyzing the texts of Arturo
Islas Jr., CherriÃ© Moraga, and Felicia Luna Lemus. The
first chapter examines the work of gay, disabled, Chicano
writer and Stanford professor Arturo Islas Jr (1938-91).
Minichâs analysis of Islasâs novels The Rain God (1984)
and Migrant Souls (1990) reveal “how life in a triply stig-
matized bodyâqueer, racialized, and disabledâmight of-
fer access to a profoundly different conceptualization of
communityâ(p. 34). Islasâ work is seen to address the
failure of Chicana/o cultural nationalism to adequately
address ”mysogyny, hereonormativity, and able-bodied
dominanceâ (p. 36). In the novel, Islasâ queer and dis-
abled protagonist, Miguel Chico, struggles with inter-
nalized hatred of his deviance, especially of his disabil-
ity, due to social conditioning on the part of his family.
Minich demonstrates how Chicoâs âantinormativityâ is
symbolic of a new body politic that challenges exclusivist
Chicana/o nationalist writing, instead promoting the role
of literature in creating inclusive and diverse notions of
community. The second chapterâs critique of the works
ofMoraga (b. 1952) and Lemus (b. 1975) similarly demon-
strates how the failure to account for bodily difference in
Chicana/o cultural nationalism reveals its limited capac-
ity to achieve its “utopian promises” (p. 58). Minich ex-
amines Moraga’s critique of counternationalisms and the
ways in which they actually reify essentialist categories
of race, gender, sexuality, and ability in order that they
serve to perpetuate exclusion. These texts are not neces-
sarily strongly nationalist, but explore the ways in which
queer writing reshapes the parameters of Chicana/o cul-
tural nationalism.

The second section examines political belonging
along the U.S.-Mexico border. The third chapter consid-
ers how immigration policies reflect the collective will
and belief systems of the nation and how this can pro-
vide a revealing look at the ways in which disability is
regarded in society. Through analysis of media coverage
concerning the fate of an injured undocumented migrant
worker, Minich describes how there is already a “Latino
threat narrative” in American discourse that blames this
population for various social problems (p. 99). This
discourse pathologizes the Latino population which also
serves to reinforce the stigma already experienced by dis-
abled people. This chapter in particular considers how
the ideology of ability is used “as an instrument of vio-
lence and even of death,â as when deportation is used as a

virtual death sentence (p. 99). The fourth chapter consid-
ers how depictions of aging male bodies challenge dom-
inant American national body ideals. Minich analyzes
the novel Amigoland (2009) by Oscar Casares (b. 1964),
featuring elderly Chicano brothers living in the United
States, as well as the film The Three Burials of Melquiades
Estrada (2005), including the screenplay byGuillermoAr-
riaga (b. 1958) and performance by Tommy Lee Jones
(b. 1946). In her analysis of these depictions of crossings
from the United States to Mexico, Minich considers ”how
the border keeps people in“ especially when Mexico (and
not the United States) is depicted as a place of longing (p.
123). In TheThree Burials, for example, Jones plays an el-
derly Anglo rancher who seeks to repatriate the body of a
murdered undocumented ranch worker to his ârightfulâ
place of burial. Minich demonstrates how Jones’s perfor-
mance visually depicts the decline of American national
identity, ”ruined by its own disregard for life“ (p. 130).
Minich shows how these depictions of aging men illus-
trate loss of authority, agency, and political status, which
is similar to the experience of undocumented migration
and its threat to protection of human rights.

The final section analyzes the impact of an advanc-
ing neoliberal agenda on disability identity politics, in-
cluding the creation of new opportunities to challenge a
traditional state-centered nationalist approach. Minich
describes how an âovercoming narrativeâ (p. 156), en-
capsulated by the stereotypical American myth that any-
thing is possible with hard work and the right attitude,
is often deployed against people with disabilities and the
challenges they face on a daily basis. As this approach
obviously overlooks the realities of discrimination and
lack of access that persist beyond oneâs attitude, Minich
considers what is at stake when the âovercoming nar-
rativeâ is appropriated by identity-based political move-
ments. Minich examines two novels by Ana Castillo (b.
1953) and Cecile Pineda (b. 1932) that deploy the âover-
coming narrativeâ in ways that reconfigure conceptual-
izations of identity and nationalism. Her analysis sug-
gests that simply rejecting identity politics may leave us
without the tools to contest current and future problems;
yet, we should strive to embrace more inclusive and non-
normative models of identity.

Accessible Citizenships is a convincing and essen-
tial read for disability historians working to build new,
or strengthen existing, transdisciplinary bridges, espe-
cially scholars whose work is rooted in the emancipa-
tory politics of disability rights. Using body metaphors
to explore connections between Chicana/o studies, bor-
der studies, queer studies, and disability studies, Minich
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demonstrates how an interdisciplinary reading of repre-
sentations of ability has the power to reconfigure our per-
ceptions about the body politic and national belonging.
Her work lays important foundations in helping to define

the contours of an accessible form of national belonging
which, by her own admission, provides âa starting point
for examining accessible political communitiesâ (p. 4).
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