
Historical Bibliography as an Essential Source for Historiography. 5th International
Conference on European Historical Bibliographies 2013. The Institute of History, The
Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic, 07.11.2013-08.11.2013.

Reviewed by Kristina Rexova

Published on H-Soz-u-Kult (April, 2014)
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The fifth International conference of the project âEu-
ropean Historical Bibliographiesâ was held in Prague in
the Villa Lanna on November 7th - 8th, 2013. All the texts
of the conference can be found on the website of Euro-
pean historical bibliography, (16.3.2014). Two main ob-
jectives of this conference were to discuss the issue of
national historical bibliographies in European countries
and the importance of bibliography as an information
source for historiography. This joint project of coopera-
tion among national historical bibliographies was estab-
lished in 2007 under the auspices of the Berlin - Branden-
burg Academy of Sciences in Berlin. Its aim is to unite
the so far diversified national bibliographic projects on a
European level and in this way to achieve a more com-
prehensive searching in these prospectively involved re-
sources and thus promote international comparative his-
torical research. The conference was organised with sup-
port of the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports of the
Czech Republic (LM2011018 - Bibliography of the Czech
Lands History).

The conference was opened by the director of the His-
torical Institute Eva SemotanovÃ¡. She firstly greeted the
participants in her introductory speech and then spoke
about the importance of bibliography for the historical
community. Afterwards, JAROSLAV PÃNEK (Prague)
summarized in his methodological paper the importance
of bibliography for orientation in the ever growing histo-
riographical production and also appreciated the effort of
âEuropean historical bibliographiesâ to establish a com-

mon platform of national bibliographic databases in Eu-
rope. The following program was divided into three the-
matic sections. Session one was entitled âHistorical bib-
liographies and their utilization in scientific researchâ.
It was launched by VÃCLAVA HORÄÃKOVÃ and VÄRA
HANELOVÃ (both Prague) presenting their paper âBibli-
ography of the Czech Landsâ history. The project of mod-
ernization and international cooperationâ. They summed
up the actual outputs of the first two yearsâ work on this
project funded by the Ministry of Education, Youth and
Sports under the Roadmap Czech Republic â large infras-
tructures. These outcomes are: the use of new opportu-
nities brought to the bibliographic database thanks to the
implementation of international standards (MARC 21) in
particular and a new software. Bibliography of the His-
tory of the Czech Lands, Data are freely available on -line
at (16.3.2014).

After the break, LENE EKLUND-JÃRGENSEN
(Copenhagen) from the Royal Library in Copenhagen
in her paper âMemoirs and autobiographies on the oc-
cupation of Denmark from 1940 to 1945. Danish his-
torical bibliography as an essential information sourceâ
addressed options which various Danish bibliographies
offer in terms of searching for autobiographies and mem-
oirs for the study of World War II. BERNADETTE CUN-
NINGHAM (Dublin) gave a brief overview of the history
of historical bibliography in divided Ireland, recalled its
remarkable personalities and also pointed out the reflec-
tion of changing political and cultural circumstances in
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the bibliographic processing of Irish history. LUDGER
SYRÃ (Karlsruhe) from the Landesbibliothek in Karlsruhe
introduced individual German provincial bibliographies
and demonstrated search options which bring a large
amount of diverse information.

The second section was devoted to the history of his-
torical bibliography and its leading figures of the past.
BRIGITTE KERIVEN (Paris), an editor of Bibliographie
annuelle de l’ Histoire de France, spoke about the chang-
ing priorities in research focused on the course of the
World War II and the anti-fascist resistance movement
in France. Her paper was based on the research of bib-
liographic records in French historical bibliography be-
tween 1964-2010. MARIE MAKARIUSOVÃ (Prague) in
her paper âThe founders of Czech historical bibliography.
ÄenÄk ZÃ brt, Josef PekaÅ, Josef Kazimour, Josef Klik
and Stanislava JonÃ¡Å¡ovÃ¡ - HÃ¡jkovÃ¡â introduced to
the audience these most significant personalities. HEL-
MUT TEUFEL (Brno) from the Society for history of the
Jews in the Czech Republic spoke in his extensive lec-
ture âDefense of a bibliography of Jewish history in Bo-
hemia, Moravia and Silesiaâ about genesis and authors of
a series of bibliographies on Jewish history in the Czech
lands. The session closed with a written contribution by
ROBERT LUFT (Munich) from the Collegium Carolinum.
In his study âHeinrich Jilek (1902-1986), a librarian and a
bibliographer of the Czech lands. To the history of bibli-
ographic work in the 20th centuryâ, Robert Luft mapped
life and work of this Czech-German bohemist, slavicist,
librarian and bibliographer.

The other conference day was dedicated to the third
thematic section whose point of interest laid in the use of
software applications in historical bibliography with spe-
cial emphasis on international cooperation. EVA KRAUS
(Munich) from the Bavarian State Library and MATTI
STÃHR (Berlin) from the Berlin - Brandenburg Academy
of Sciences introduced a project heading towards a uni-
fied “German Historical Bibliography” in their joint pa-
per. The projectâs aim is to prepare such platform
that would enable to search the most important biblio-
graphic databases for the topics related to German his-
tory in Germany. IRENA TUMELYTÄ (Vilnius) from
the Lithuanian Historical Institute spoke about Lithua-
nian cooperation on a joint bibliography which is be-
ing created together with the Herder Institute in Mar-
burg. She mainly dealt with differences in bibliographic
classification which have their stems in a different ap-
proach of both historiographies. WERNER BOSSHARD
and NATHALIE VUILLEUMIER (both Berne), represen-
tatives of cooperating institutions, demonstrated the use

of Swiss historical bibliography for the needs of a histor-
ical encyclopedia of Switzerland (Historisches Lexikon
der Schweiz).

STEFAN WIEDERKEHR (Berlin) from the Berlin -
Brandenburg Academy of Sciences focused in his lecture
on the issue of personal authorities, its unification and
application in the largest German historical bibliographic
database Jahresberichte fÃ¼r deutsche Geschichte. LI-
BOR Å IMEK (Prague) from the National Library in
Prague delivered a paper on a similar topic. In his con-
tribution he stressed the importance and further develop-
ment of unification of national name authorities in biblio-
graphic databases, libraries, archives, museums and other
heritage institutions. JÃRGEN WARMBRUNN (Marburg)
from the Herder Institute in his contribution summed up
the past and present of Marburgâs ongoing bibliographic
project which encompasses the cooperation of national
historical bibliographies on a joint database of the his-
tory of Central and Eastern Europe.

After lunch, GÃRALD PÃOUX , ISABELLE HAVE-
LANGE and CYRIL MATHEVON (all Paris) in their pa-
per âAnnual bibliography on French history: Data re-
modelling as first step towards a comprehensive tool for
European historiographiesâ evaluated the latest trends
in French historical bibliography, primarily concerning
the computer data processing. The last speakers were
JAN LHOTÃK (SuÅ¡ice) and JIÅÃ NOVÃK. Their con-
tribution dealt with two closely related topics: firstly,
they spoke about bibliographic processing of history of
Å umava/Bohemian Forest and secondly, they discussed
general issues of regional bibliography. KRISTINA REX-
OVÃ (Prague), a representative of the Bibliographic de-
partment of the Historical Institute, evaluated the con-
ference as a whole and closed the session.

Historians and bibliographers from Denmark, France,
Ireland, Lithuania, Germany and Switzerland gathered
along with many Czech experts from a number of his-
torical institutions and libraries to debate a large scale of
themes. This diversity also mirrored in lively and open
discussions that followed each block of papers. A deep
interest in the issue of combining history, bibliography
and data processing was obvious. The organization of the
following, already the sixth conference of European his-
torical bibliographies respectively, was promised by the
representatives of Switzerland.

Conference Overview:

Eva SemotanovÃ¡ (Institute of History, The Academy
of Sciences of the Czech Republic, Prague), Opening Ad-
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dress

Jaroslav PÃ¡nek (The Institute of History, The
Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic, Prague), His-
torianÂ´s Remarks on Historical Bibliography

Session 1 â Historical Bibliographies and their Utiliza-
tion for Scientific Research

VÃ¡clava HorÄÃ¡kovÃ¡ / VÄra HanelovÃ¡ (Depart-
ment of Historical Bibliography, The Institute of History,
The Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic, Prague),
Bibliography of the Czech Lands History. Project of its
Modernisation and International Cooperation

Lene Eklund-JÃ¼rgensen (The Royal Library, Copen-
hagen), Memoirs and Autobiographies on the Occupation
of Denmark 1940-45. Two Danish Historical Bibliogra-
phies as Essential Sources for PeopleÂ´s History

Bernadette Cunningham (Irish History Online / Royal
Irish Academy, Dublin), Multiple Histories: Historical
Bibliographies in a divided Ireland

Ludger SyrÃ© (Badische Landesbibliothek, Karl-
sruhe), Die RecherchemÃ¶glichkeiten in den Online-
Datenbanken der deutschen Landesbibliographien

Session 2 â History of Historical Bibliographies and
Their Essential Personalities

Brigitte Keriven (Institut dÂ´Histoire Moderne et
Contemporaine, CNRS/ENS, Paris), France during World
War II. Historiographic Analysis Based upon the Annual
Bibliography of French History (Bibliographie annuelle
de lÂ´histoire de France) 1964-2010

Marie MakariusovÃ¡ (The Institute of History, The
Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic, Prague),
Founding personalities of the Bibliography of the Czech
History

Helmut Teufel (SpoleÄnost pro dÄjiny Å¾idÅ¯ v
ÄeskÃ© republice, Brno), PlÃ¤doyer fÃ¼r eine Bib-
liographie zur Geschichte der Juden in BÃ¶hmen,
MÃ¤hren und Schlesien

Session 3 â Software Applications and Historical Bib-
liographies (with special interest in international coopera-
tion)

Eva Kraus (Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, MÃ¼nchen)
/ Matti StÃ¶hr (Jahresberichte fÃ¼r deutsche
Geschichte, Berlin-Brandenburgische Akademie der
Wissenschaften, Berlin), On the way to a âGerman His-
torical Bibliographyâ. State and perspectives â The DFG
Project âContinued Cooperative Development of Histor-
ical Subject Bibliographiesâ

Irena TumelytÄ (Lithuanian Institute of History, Vil-
nius), Current Lithuanian historical bibliography

Werner Bosshard (Historical Dictionary of Switzer-
land, Bern) / Nathalie Vuilleumier (Swiss National Li-
brary, Bibliography on Swiss History, Bern), The Use of
the Bibliography on Swiss History for Electronic Histor-
ical Resources: The Example of the Historical Dictionary
of Switzerland

Stefan Wiederkehr (Jahresberichte fÃ¼r deutsche
Geschichte, Berlin-Brandenburgische Akademie der
Wissenschaften, Berlin), How to Retrospectively
Enrich a Bibliographical Database with Authority
Records. Lessons learnt at Jahresberichte fÃ¼r deutsche
Geschichte

Libor Å imek (National Library of The Czech Re-
public, Prague), Creation of Personal Authorities as a
Tool for Unified Access to Heterogenous Bibliographical
Databases

JÃ¼rgen Warmbrunn (Herder Institut fÃ¼r his-
torische Ostmitteleuropaforschung â Institut der Leibniz-
Gemeinschaft, Forschungsbibliothek, Marburg), Histori-
cal Bibliographies on East Central Europe â a Collabora-
tive Approach

GÃ©rald PÃ©oux / Isabelle Havelange / Cyril Math-
evon (Institut dÂ´Histoire Moderne et Contemporaine,
IHMC/CNRS, Paris), Annual Bibliography on French His-
tory: Data Remodeling as a First Step Towards an Ex-
haustive Tool for European Historiographies

Jan LhotÃ¡k (Muzeum Å umavy, SuÅ¡ice) / JiÅÃ 
NovÃ¡k, History of Historical Bibliography of the Å
umava Mountains and Problems of Regional Bibliogra-
phy Today

General Discussion and Conclusion

If there is additional discussion of this review, you may access it through the network, at:

http://hsozkult.geschichte.hu-berlin.de/
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