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Rafael Reuveny and William R. Thompson have orga-
nized a fascinating edited volume that proposes a social
science analysis of terrorism. They position this book in
purposeful contrast to a variety of other approaches to
terrorism. The introductory review of the literature of-
fers an effective categorization of common approaches
to terrorism, such as overviews, historical treatments, as-
sessment of the human rights and legal implications, the
psychology of terrorists, case studies of specific groups
and areas, and assessments of weapons of mass destruc-
tion (WMD) threats. They note that policies based on a
factually flawed understanding of terrorism fail to miti-
gate the threats, therefore they argue persuasively that
a social science approach which analyzes terrorism as a
subset of political violence offers the prospect of more
rational and effective policies.

In the process of this analysis, they provide the reader
the benefit of a broad range of approaches. For exam-
ple, chapter 2 by Manus I. Midlarsky compares a number
of historical cases, emphasizing how historical develop-
ments shape the collective psychology of groups toward
supporting terrorism. Chapter 3 explains the crucial role
of state violations of human rights as a motivating fac-
tor driving terrorism, and this analysis effectively inte-
grates the shaping function of international influences in

the social and political processes in which groups decide
to engage in terrorism. The social science perspective
that terrorism consists of rationally motivated political
action that reflects specific conditions of competition and
political opportunity finds a persuasive expression in Er-
ica Chenowethas statistical analysis showing a curvilin-
ear relationship between democracy and terrorism. Nat-
urally, she concludes that states cannot use democratiza-
tion as any simplistic antidote to terrorism.

The case studies in the middle of this book prove in-
tellectually stimulating, marshalling a great deal of ev-
idence toward conclusions that can run contrary to the
conventional wisdom. For example, in contrast to the
conventional wisdom that concessions tend only to en-
courage stronger demands and harder opposition, David
Sobek and Alex Braithwaite argue that the Palestinians
engaged in Aunspoken reciprocity4 in response to Israeli
policies that moved in the direction of Palestinian goals.
This book also offers a somewhat parallel but similarly
provocative argument (by Gil Friedman) based on ratio-
nal game theoretic modeling of the same conflict. These
two chapters deserve detailed and discriminating assess-
ments.

The chapter by I. William Zartman and Tanya Alfred-
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son discusses in detail the potential prospects of negoti-
ating with terrorists using a rational choice-game the-
ory approach. The chapter on the increasingly com-
mon collaboration between terrorist groups and orga-
nized crime provides a well-documented but succinct
demonstration of the character of threats facing states,
enabled by what some writers have called adeviant glob-
alization.4[1] The analysis of counterterrorism strategies
by William Josiger encompasses a variety of motiva-
tions and forms of terrorism and compares the policies
of the United Kingdom, Spain, and France, thus develop-
ing a broad and thorough consideration of alternative ap-
proaches, each with limitations and potential virtues. In
contrast to supply-side analysis of terrorism, C. Christine
Fair and Bryan Shephard analyze support for terrorism
based on surveys in fourteen Muslim majority countries.
They conclude that the high variation among countries
means that aphorisms based on crude generalizations,
like athe Muslim street,d have little value. The results
also refute the common stereotype associating support

for terrorism with low socioeconomic status. The chap-
ter examining the role of global norms on state policies
in South and Southeast Asia adds thoroughness and bal-
ance to the book. The discussion of Columbiaas strug-
gle against the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Columbia
(FARC) effectively illustrates the implications and risks
of internationalizing a local struggle.

The careful analytical approach, broad scope, and
thought-provoking character of this book as a whole jus-
tifies using it as a text not only in graduate-level semi-
nars but also in advanced undergraduate courses. It is an
effective demonstration of the potential contributions of
social science toward addressing important policy chal-
lenges in the world today.

Note

[1]. On deviant globalization, see Michael Miklaucic
and Jacqueline Brewer, eds., Convergence: Illicit Networks
and National Security in the Age of Globalization (Wash-
ington, DC: National Defense University Press, 2013).
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