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Oliver Cromwell’s Modern Heritage

Jane Mills, a fellow of the Historical Association,
a member of the Royal Historical Society, and trustee
of the Cromwell Association, has assembled an im-
mensely qualified panel to present essays on various
aspects of Oliver Cromwell, from the current state of
âCromwelliana,â to his innovations onmilitary organiza-
tion and philosophy, both domestically and internation-
ally. The introduction, by JohnMorrill, provides an inter-
esting summary of the historiography of Cromwell. My
perspective differs from Morrillâs depiction of this book
as contrasting Roger Richardsonâs excellent anthology,
Images of Oliver Cromwell (1993), by being âin contrast,
not anglocentricâ because it contains contributions on
Ireland, Scotland, and North and South America (p. 3).

Millsâs edited collection includes John Goldsmithâs
review of personalia associated with Cromwell, Alan
Marshallâs analysis of âCromwellâs military legacy,â and
Toby Barnardâs twist on âCromwellâs Irish reputation.â
Barnard, Laura A. M. Stewart, Francis J. Bremer, and
Karen Racine, respectively, offer new and rarely analyzed
pieces of Cromwellâs impact on areas outside England.

Bremerâs essay, âCromwellâs Ghost: The Legacy of Eng-
landâs Puritan Revolution in New England,â is particu-
larly interesting for any student of colonial America.

Marshall, in âPax quaeritur bello: The Cromwellian
Military Legacy,â provides an excellent historiography
of Cromwellâs impact on British military thought, es-
pecially regarding the concept of a standing, profes-
sional army, from the death of Cromwell in 1658 through
the early eighteenth century and the career of John
Churchill, Duke of Marlborough. Oddly, although Mar-
shall recounts in vivid terms the fears British society had
of âthe spectre of the Cromwellian military legacy; in-
deed it raised the noisy cry of treason and âCromwell
and the military powerâ and accusations against Marl-
borough of his wishing to become a âPerpetual Dicta-
tor,ââ Marshall is curiously blank on the period between
Marlboroughâs death in 1722 and the career of the Duke
of Wellington in the early nineteenth century (p. 125).
Neither further developments in Britain nor even more
compelling events in North America seem worthy of his
attention.
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A standing army concerned Englandâs American
subjects and informed the debates over relevant provi-
sions in the embryonic Constitution of the new United
States. In an article published in 1995, historian Louise
A. Breen points to a 1638 entry in Governor John
Winthropâs journal recording the suspicions of the Mas-
sachusetts Bay Colonyâs General Court. âRecognizing
âhow dangerous it might be to erect a standing authority
of military men, which might easily, in time, overthrow
the civil power,â he wrote, the Court âthought fit to stop
it betimes.ââ[1]These debates dictated how colonial mili-
tias were organized and controlled, and were reflected
over a hundred years later in the concerns of Ameri-
caâs Founding Fathers, including Elbridge Gerry, John
Rutledge, Roger Sherman, and Edmund Randolph. At
least six of the Federalist Papers, authored by Alexander

Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay, deal with their
apprehensions over standing armies. Obviously, these
fears were formed by Cromwellâs legacy, but Marshall
fails to study American colonial formative experiences.

Cromwellâs legacy is a valuable addition to any
twenty-first-century scholar of âone of a small number
of British historical figures to be instantly recognizable,
at least in Britain and Irelandâ (p. 1).

Note

[1]. Louise A. Breen, âReligious Radicalism in the
Puritan Officer Corps: Heterodoxy, the Artillery Com-
pany, and Cultural Integration in Seventeenth-Century
Boston,â The New England Quarterly 68, no. 1 (March
1995): 3.
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