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I am beginning to feel that it just might be impos-
sible to open a popular magazine, such as Macleanâs,
or newspaper in Canada without confronting a head-
line about the latest âtroubleâ with men.[1] In fact, just
this past weekend, in one of our own national news-
papers, The Globe and Mail, a popular columnist posed
the question–âWhat If Women Donât Need Guys Any
More?â[2] This article–which draws on the âmasculin-
ity in crisisâ rhetoric and alleges that women are now
winning the gender war–has helped fuel contemporary
anxieties over what it means to be a man in contempo-
rary Canadian society. Unfortunately, situated in our
postindustrial, neoliberal era, themost common response
to current anxieties over the state of Canadian manhood
has been to adopt a defensive posture fueled largely by
an increasingly powerful neoconservative antifeminist
backlash discourse which has made consistent the allega-
tion that men (and boys) are now the ânew second sex.â
The problem, in part, is that this historically durable and
persistent–not to mention nefarious–discourse rests on
outdated essentialized understandings of gender which
work against the aims and goals of gender justice.[3]
Fortunately, Christine Ramsayâs newly edited collec-
tion, Making It Like a Man, which is a sophisticated
researched-based exploration of gender in general and

of men and masculinities in particular, offers a much-
needed corrective to this powerful and problematic dis-
course.

Building on several decadesâ worth of research on
men and masculinities, Making It Like a Man is a collec-
tion of essays on the practice and representation of mas-
culinities found in Canadian arts and cultures. Informed
by key analytical insights found in the influential works
of well-known scholars, such as sociologist Raewyn Con-
nell(Masculinities [1995] and Gender [2009]), philosopher
and gender theorist Judith Butler (Gender Trouble: Femi-
nism and the Subversion of Identity [1999] and Bodies That
Matter: On the Discursive Limits of âSexâ [1993]), and his-
torians Michael Roper and John Tosh (coedited collec-
tionManful Assertions: Masculinities in Britain since 1800
[1991]), the chapters are grounded in critical sociologi-
cal, feminist, pro-feminist, queer, postcolonial, and an-
tiracist theories. Each essay is based on original research
(chapter 14 is a reprint), which explores and interrogates
masculinity as it is performed and represented in various
contexts through variousmediums. The fifteen essays are
divided into five sections: âIdentity, Agency, and Manli-
ness in the Colonial and the Nationalâ;âEmotional Ge-
ographies of Anxiety, Eros, and Impairmentâ; âThe Mi-
nority Maleâ; âCapitalized, Corporatized, Compromised
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Menâ; and âAbject Masculinities.â The essays analyze
various and diverse figures across Canadaâs arts scene.
The figures include filmmakers Norma Bailey and John
N. Smith; and visual artists Jeff Nachtigall, Derek Dunlop,
and Blair Brennan. Some chapters also feature critiques
of work produced by well-known Canadian writers, such
as Barbara Gowdy,Thomas King, and Douglas Coupland.

This edited collection provides much in terms of dis-
cussion about gender and gender relations for everyone.
In many cases, the chapters are very provocative. For ex-
ample, take the essay penned by David Garneau, an asso-
ciate professor of visual arts at the University of Regina.
His chapter–âMakingArt Like aMan!â–examines a num-
ber of works created by various Canadian artists who
have used visual imagery to explore the complex, contra-
dictory, and often competing meanings of manhood. In
my own reading, one image from his chapter stands out;
that is, the one based on Walter Mayâs remarkable ex-
hibit Knockout. Mayâs exhibit (captured in a color image
found on page 56) showed 105 scorched hammers lined
up one after the other and hung by their claws on a two-
by-four wooden beam, set high on a gallery wall. Here
is Garneau describing and reflecting on Mayâs exhibit:
âThe worn steel heads face forward: the handles hang
in various lengths. Flames have blackened the wooden
handles. Some are scorched: others are deeply charred,
twisted, and broken. The phallic queue evokes the experi-
ence of beingmeasured and compared. Thesemetaphoric
tools appear exposed, humiliated, they have endured trial
by fire. They remindme of men in a lineup: worn out sol-
diers, prisoners, athletes? Are they waiting to be chosen,
for a firing squad, for employment? The title [Knockout]
suggests a violent contest in which, one by one, combat-
ants are eliminatedâ (p. 56). Some inspiring heady stuff.
In fact, after reading Garneauâs essay and reflecting on
the image drawn fromMayâs exhibit, I was excited think-
ing about how students in my graduate class, which ex-
plores issues of gender, would take up and engage with
such a complicated text. As far as developing productive
pedagogies for postsecondary classrooms, this text will
be useful; the visual imagery and the accompanying crit-
ical analysis found in Making It Like a Man will generate
some rich and thoughtful conversation about gender and
gender identity among and between students and educa-
tors.

Taken together, these essays contain and explore
shared themes on men and masculinity that interrupt,
disrupt, and trouble popular ânormalizingâ discourses,
which tend to âlumpâ all men together. In a critical
sense, Making It Like a Man demolishes the view that

gender is an outcome of biology or a manifestation of in-
ner essences by showing that to âmake it like a manâ is
not only about how the intersection of complex factors,
such as race, social class, ability, and sexuality, shape
menâs gender identities in complex ways, but also how
masculinity is situated in specific cultural and historical
discourses. In this sense, the text does highly produc-
tive work by providing research-based knowledges and
critical analytical insights into the practices and diverse
representations of men that have not often been heard
within the context of current debates over the âcrisis of
masculinity.â In short, on a professional and personal
level, I found this book to be rich in analysis and highly
engaging, as a historian and an educator.

To conclude, using a multidisciplinary approach
which includes drawing broadly from the arts, human-
ities, and the social sciences, this edited collection is on
a timely theme and makes an important contribution to
the growing body of work on Canadian men and mas-
culinities. Certainly, Ramsayâs edited volume will help
students, educators, and others develop a more nuanced,
sophisticated, and complex understanding of gender re-
lations in general and of the politics of men and mas-
culinities in particular. In my view, one key way this
text works to help readers develop a richer, deeper, and
more complex understanding of masculinity is found in
the way the chapters work together to encourage readers
to resist the âimpulse to normalizeâ gender. This text just
might help men (and boys) lead more rich and just lives
by helping readers of all sorts and backgrounds adopt
research-based knowledges, which show the impact and
constraints imposed by dominant heteronormative un-
derstandings about what it means to be âman.â At this
crucial moment, when a recuperative backlash masculin-
ity politics, which aims to restore traditional notions of
masculinity in men and boys, has gained some ascen-
dancy, there is little doubt this edited collection will be
highly useful to students and academics, or anyone who
is interested in gender and in the broader aims of gender
justice.
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