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Itinérances des savoirs et des biens culturels. Pour une analyse spatiale des transferts culturels en
Méditerranée médiévale

This conference on the spatial dimension of processes
of cultural transfer was organized as a Franco-German
cooperation between the Casa de VelAjzquez in Madrid
and the German Historical Institute in Paris. On an in-
stitutional level, the conference aimed at bringing to-
gether scholars from different networks of international
research to work on a topic that clearly transcends na-
tional borders. On a thematical level, the conference
served the objective of juxtaposing twenty different cases
of spatial analysis covering the period between Late An-
tiquity and the Late Middle Ages. Two round table dis-
cussions provided a forum for intensive debate.

The individual papers approached the topic from var-
ious regional angles spanning most areas centred around
the Mediterranean: In the West, this included the moun-
taineous regions of Morocco, the coastal towns of the
medieval Maghreb, the Pyrenean frontier zone between
Muslim al-Andalus and Christian Europe, the Crown
of Aragon, the ProvenA§al town of Marseille, central
France as well as the island of Sicily. In the East, the In-
dian Ocean, the Arabian peninsula, Jerusalem, Iran, Ana-
tolia, Constantinople, the Balkans and Russia were at the
centre of attention. In this rich variety of contexts, vari-
ous topics linked to spatial phenomena were addressed.

Geography as a branch of knowledge focusing on
spatial phenomena was treated in a medieval context by
PATRICK GAUTIER-DALCHA (Paris) who spoke on the
transmission of geographical knowledge from the Arab-

Islamic to the Latin sphere. During the first round table
session, NACIMA BARON-YELLAS (Marne-la-VallA®e)
gave an introduction to the various fields of contempo-
rary geographical research, the role they accord to spatial
analysis as well as the methods and tools used to analyse
spatial phenomena. In dialogue with STAPHANE BOIS-
SELLIER (Poitiers), she compared the challenges of spa-
tial analysis in contemporary geography with those faced
by medieval historians. Aside from discussing the con-
cept of acultured, BOISSELLIER presented various meth-
ods of tracing the mobility of cultural phenomena and
objects in text-based research, e. g. via the dating of
texts, the analysis of manuscript traditions and the diffu-
sion of literary motives, the juxtaposition of different lev-
els of approach etc. to mentally map processes of trans-
mission and reception. BARON-YELLAS conceded that
geographers dealing with contemporary phenomena had
access to a larger quantity of data than medieval histori-
ans. However, they faced the challenge of placing and
interpreting snapshots of the present within the frame-
work of larger developments, analysing factors which
were just beginning to become operative.

Geophysical conditions were intensively dealt with
by AEVKET KAAAKHASEYIN (Bamberg). Describing
the factors that facilitated the immigration and settle-
ment of Turkish groups in medieval Anatolia, he demon-
strated that the landscape was more attractive to migrant
groups from the Central Asian steppe than to Arab pas-

toralists. In his analysis of merchant cultures linking the
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Indian Ocean to the Mediterranean, ERIC VALLET (Paris)
evoked the role of specialized knowledge about winds
and other maritime features.

The spatial impact of geopolitical constellations,
events and developments was also treated.  Dis-
cussing post-Pirennian hypotheses, DANIEL KANIG
(Paris) evoked the repercussions of the Roman empireés
fragmentation as well as of the Arab-Islamic expan-
sion for the intensity of relations between the north-
western and southeastern borders of the Mediterranean.
KAAAKHASEYIN described how constant Arab-Muslim
raids on Byzantine Anatolia contributed to the economic
and military transformation of a formerly flourishing
region into an impoverished garrisoned frontier zone.
DAN IOAN MUREAAN (Paris) explained that the Mon-
gol destruction of Moscow produced an intellectual vac-
uum that was then open to fresh theological influences
of southern Slavic provenance. In turn, BIRGITT HOFF-
MANN (Bamberg) and VALLET pointed to the fact that
the apax mongolicai opened up new horizons which con-
nected the Mediterranean to the Far East.

Implicitly or explicitly, several papers opposed differ-
ent kinds of centres to a multitude of peripheries. This
concerns the paper of ELISABETH RUCHAUD (Paris)
which focused on the Christian notion of Jerusalem as
the anavel of the worlda (umbilicus mundi) and provoked
comparisons with Jewish and Muslim perceptions of this
city as well as with other central places such as Rome
and Mecca. HENRI BRESCés (Paris) analysis of Sicily as
a pluricultural centre of reception and transmission at
the heart of the Mediterranean dealt with the mobility
of scholars and other specialists to and from Sicily with
special attention to the role of courts. Focusing on the
city of Tabriz, HOFFMANN described the creation and
function of a capital in Mongol Iran. MUREAAN traced
pathways of transmission emanating from the patriar-
chate of Constantinople and radiating via the Balkans to
late medieval Moscow. JUAN VICENTE GARCAA MAR-
SILLA (ValA"ncia) highlighted the efforts of the late me-
dieval Aragonese court to become a centre of attraction
to artists of various kinds. YASSIR BENHIMA (Paris), in
turn, directed attention to the mountainous regions of
Morocco. Among other things, he dealt with the curious
fact that they seem to feature certain techniques not to
be found in the surrounding plains despite various links
between the inhabitants of both spheres, thus discussing
the validity of the notion of geographical isolation.

Spatial phenomena seemingly propitious to processes
of cultural exchange were dealt with as well: DO-

MINIQUE VALARIAN (Paris) analysed the role of late
medieval Maghrebian ports in processes of exchange be-
tween the maritime powers of Latin Europe and the Is-
lamic societies of North Africa. He explained that mu-
tual efforts to limit and regulate the number and qual-
ity of contacts between representatives of both sides,
e. g. by enclosing merchant communities behind the
walls of the funduq or by creating and enforcing a cor-
responding legal and normative framework, had the ef-
fect of averting large-scale processes of cultural exchange
without being able to prevent regular contacts and ex-
change on a personal level. The frontier zone, already
treated by KAAAKHASEYIN in his description of the
defensive social structure of southern Anatolia under
Byzantine dominion, was also addressed by PHILIPPE
SANAC (Toulouse). In his analysis of certain families
dominating the Iberian frontier society between Muslim
al-Andalus and Christian Europe between the 8th and the
12th centuries, he sketched the evolution from a cultur-
ally permeable area not stable enough to promote pro-
found processes of cultural exchange via an Islamicized
outpost of Muslim al-Andalus in continuous contact with
the northern Christian world to a zone of cultural transi-
tion which also facilitated the northern Christian princi-
palitiesd advance to the south. Mixed communities were
at the centre of the second round table discussion orga-
nized by CLAUDE DENJEAN (Toulouse) and JULIETTE
SIBON (Albi) who dealt with the concept of damicitiad
as an important feature of Jewish-Christian relations in
late medieval Aragon and southern France by present-
ing various cases of interaction between both groups
in the fields of education, commerce, jurisprudence and
medicine. These cases revealed the existence of a system
of shared values, friendly relations, continuous exchange
as well as the occasional convergence of both groups in
spite of the fact that certain domains remained imperme-
able to a perceived 4Othera.

Great attention was directed to social networks as
infrastructures and channels of transmission. Polit-
ical players featured in several papers: MARCO DI
BRANCO (Rome) analysed diplomatic contacts linked to
the exchange of books and intellectual knowledge be-
tween Constantinople and Cordoba during the 10th cen-
tury, pleading for a favourable reconsideration of Arabic
sources on the translation of Oroseas 4Historiae adversos
paganosi. Centred on the mobility of scholars and spe-
cialists to and from Sicily, BRESC highlighted the impor-
tant role of this island at the centre of the Mediterranean
and subject to Byzantine, Muslim and Latin-Christian
domination for the transmission and reception of cul-
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tural influences. The king and his courtiers were also at
the centre of GARCAA MARSILLAA4s analysis of the de-
liberate and large-scale importation of artistic novelties
into the late-medieval crown of Aragon. HOFFMANN re-
garded the Mongolsa hesitation to impose their own cul-
tural traits on subdued populations as well as their wish
to cater to their own needs by drawing back on the lat-
teras cultural achievements as one reason for the inten-
sity of cultural exchange under Mongol rule. Thus, astro-
nomical knowledge was developed and later dexporteda
to Europe whereas historiographical knowledge about
various peoples including the Franks was aimporteda.
Scholarly networks were also dealt with by PATRICH
GAUTIER-DALCHA who provided several examples of
how geographical, astronomical and toponymical data to
be found in the works of Arab-Islamic scholars was re-
ceived, adapted to existing knowledge and assimilated
by scholars from Latin Europe. Economic and ecclesi-
astical networks connecting the pre-expansionist Arab
world with Latin Europe were mentioned by KANIG.
MATTHIAS TISCHLER (Dresden) focused on the contri-
bution of Cluniac monasticism as a proto-type of the later
monastic orders to acquiring and diffusing information
about Islam in Latin Christendom. CLAIRE SOUSSEN
(Cergy-Pontoise) traced the diffusion of Talmudic knowl-
edge among Christian polemicists against Judaism in late
medieval Aragon, differentiating between various writ-
ten and oral types facilitated by personal encounters
between Christians and Jews within the framework of
scholarly disputes, Christian preaching but also cohab-
itation. MUREAAN, in turn, reconstructed the ecclesias-
tical networks which facilitated the diffusion of theolog-
ical ideas, models of sainthood and literary formats from
Constantinople to the Balkan peninsula and, via the lat-
ter, to late medieval Russia.

In the course of the conference, various methodologi-
cal questions were also raised, among others the question
of how to look behind the textual evidence: According to
KANIG, the Latin depiction of 4Saracensa based on Ro-
man ethnographical and biblical paradigms as well as the
local and regional outlook of pre-Islamic Arab and early
Arab-Islamic forms of historical memory tended to rein-
force the idea of separation between the emerging soci-
eties of Latin-Christian Europe on the one side, the pre-
expansionist Arab world of the 5th to 7th century on the
other side. The paper of TISCHLER raised the question
if the meagre amount of theological information on Is-
lam up to the 12th century can be regarded as represen-
tative of common knowledge about the religion of the
aSaracensi, especially in those parts of Latin-Christian

Europe which were in regular contact with the Islamic
world. RAFAEL BELTRAN LLAVADOR (ValA ncia) re-
constructed the aportable librarya of travellers in the
15th century, discussing the relationship between trav-
elling and the acquisition and diffusion of knowledge
on the one hand, its literary elaboration on the other
hand. Comparing the travel account of Marco Polo with
the biography and itinerary of the Aleppine merchant
alzz ad-DA«n al-KA«lamA« reconstructed on the basis
of archival material from the port of Aden as well as bi-
ographical dictionaries, VALLET discussed when and by
whom which kind of knowledge was deemed worthy of
being written out.

Another point of discussion concerned the definition
of cultural transfer. Various levels of transfer were sys-
tematically listed by SIBON and DENJEAN who distin-
guished between a local, regional and supraregional ap-
proach. Since their presentation included many cases in
which Jewish and Christian culture converged, the ques-
tion was raised if the formal (in this case religious) dis-
tinction between two groups can be considered sufficient
to speak of acultural transfera in the case of exchange be-
tween members of the one and the other group. What can
be regarded as aculturala was a further issue in discus-
sions dealing with the question if the transfer of knowl-
edge from teacher to student can also be regarded as 4cul-
turala even if it does not implicate traversing religious,
ethnic or linguistic but only social, economic and/or age-
related Aboundariesd. The paper of CLAIRE SOUSSEN
provoked the question if conversion, as the movement
from one religious status to the other, can also be re-
garded as a form of cultural transfer, given that a convert
may enter a new network of social relations which then
has access to the convertas pre-conversion knowledge.
During the first round table discussion directed by BOIS-
SELLIER and BARON-YELLAS, the term amobilitya was
introduced as a multidimensional alternative concept to
discuss the spatial dimension of transfer and exchange.

In this way, various spatial phenomena were treated
from several regional, chronological, methodological
and disciplinary perspectives. Being continuously con-
fronted with a new set of geographical, chronological,
political, linguistic and socio-cultural milieu in each new
paper certainly constituted a challenge. Because of the
wide range of topics, general discussions were largely of
a conceptual nature while discussions focusing on details
only involved small groups sharing common ground. In
this way the conference 4 because of its rich variety 4,
also inspired reflection on how to successfully overcome
obstacles of communication which arise in discussions
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between researchers from different national, linguistic
and scholarly backgrounds.

KonferenzAYbersicht:

Daniel KA9nig (Deutsches Historisches Institut
Paris) & DANIEL BALOUP (Casa de VelAjzquez Madrid):
Introduction

Daniel KA9nig (Deutsches Historisches Institut
Paris): Deux mondes sA©parA©s ? Quelques hy-
pothA"ses sur les relations entre 1aEurope occidentale et
la pA©ninsule arabique du Ve au VIle siA"cle

Alisabeth Ruchaud (Deutsches Historisches Institut
Paris): Umbilicus Mundi: JA©rusalem comme espace
reprA©sentA®© et imaginA®©

Yassir Benhima (UniversitA®© Paris III): La montagne
marocaine A ’A©poque mA©diA©vale : transferts cul-
turels dans un espace pA©riphA©rique

Session 1: Entre A« Orient A» et A« Occident A»

Patrick Gautier-dalchA®© (Acole pratique des hautes
Aotudes, Paris): GA©ographie arabe et gA©ographie la-
tine

StA©phane Boissellier (UniversitA© de Poitiers) &
NACIMA BARON-YELLAS (UniversitA® de Marne-la-
VallA©e): La circulation des donnA©es immatA®©rielles
au Moyen Age. Les transferts culturels sont-ils spatialis-
ables?

Marco Di Branco (Deutsches Historisches Institut in
Rom): From Byzantium to al-Andalus. A History of
Books and Diplomatic Missions

Henri Bresc (UniversitA© Paris Ouest Nanterre La
DAofense): Les cours siciliens et la migration des tech-
niciens et savants

Birgitt Hoffmann (UniversitAst Bamberg): The Ira-
nian City of Tabriz, a Hub of Cultural Exchange Between
the Muslim East and Europe

Session 2: La MA®©diterranA®e orientale et ses

pAoriphAcries

Eric Vallet (UniversitA® Paris I): Culture marchande
et transmission des savoirs : le cas de PocA®an Indien
dans le savoir des MA©diterranA®©ens

Dan Ioan Muresan (Acole des hautes A©tudes en sci-
ences sociales, Paris): Sailing from Byzantium? Sources
and Horizons of the A«Second South-Slavic InfluenceA»
on the Medieval Russian Culture (14th-15th c.)

Aevket KA%cAYvkhAYseyin (UniversitAnt Bamberg):
The Rise and Fall of Turcoman Tribes in Anatolia (11th-
15th cent.). Spatial Conditions for the Successful Con-
quest and Establishment of Turco-Muslim Rule

Session 3: La MA®©diterranA®e occidentale et ses
pAoriphAories

Philippe SA©nac (UniversitA© Toulouse II): Entre Is-
lam et chrA©tientA© : les hommes de la frontiA re

JULIETTE SIBON (Centre universitaire daAlbi) &
CLAUDE DENJEAN (UniversitA© Toulouse II): Une
gA©ographie de I'amicitia entre juifs et chrA®©tiens est-
elle possible? RA®©flexions sur la MA©diterranA©e oc-
cidentale aux XIIle et XIVe siA"cle

Matthias Tischler (UniversitAot Dresden): La France
bA@©nA@dictine du Xle siA"cle. Espace de passages A«
islamo-chrA®©tiens A»

Claire Soussen (UniversitA© de Cergy-Pontoise): Par
les livres et par les routes: les voies de la transmis-
sion de la nouvelle polA®mique anti-juive dans laespace
catalano-aragonais

Dominique ValA©rian (UniversitA© Paris I): Les

villes portuaires en tant quiespaces de contacts et
daA©change

Juan Vicente Garcia Marsilla (Universitat de
ValA ncia): La monarchie aragonaise et la diffusion des
nouveautA®©s artistiques au bas Moyen Age

Rafael BeltrAjn Llavador (Universitat de ValA ncia):
La bibliothA"que portative du chevalier errant au XVe
siA“cle. Diplomatie et circulation de livres entre les cours
de Bourgogne, d’Aragon et d’Italie
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