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Migration and Migration Policies in an Era of Globalization

The volume under review begins with a riddle: “The
Princeton conference sought to review and update the
principal concepts, lines of research, and methodological
concepts discussed in the Handbook, and, in this man-
ner, gauge what progress the field has been making and
in what directions. In contrast to the earlier and more
encompassing event, the Princeton conference was the-
matically selective, targeting only a few strategic topics”
(p. 3). As neither handbooks nor conferences at Prince-
ton are particularly rare, this seems like an odd intro-
duction, or a hint that the book is directed at a group
of insiders who are immediately aware of what is being
referred to. The puzzle, which is perhaps due to expecta-
tions about a page of acknowledgements, forms the un-
conventional beginning of an otherwise lucid introduc-
tion to recent trends in migration studies, and one’s pa-
tience is rewarded (and one’s confidence in being part of
the intended audience increases) when it is resolved at
the beginning of the second chapter. The Handbook is
Charles Hirshman’s, Philip Kasinitz’s and Josh DeWind’s
Handbook of International Migration: The American Ex-
perience (1999), and the conference at which the papers
in this volume were originally presented took place at

Princeton in 2003. Its aim was to provide a forum for
comparing and contrasting American and European ex-
periences of migration (studies).

The published volume retains some of this spirit of
a new departure in its mix of case studies and theoreti-
cal reflections. What binds the individual contributions
together is the question of how migration studies can in-
corporate the dilution of dichotomies that appear to be a
feature of globalization: the demise of clear distinctions
between migrants and non-migrants, citizens and aliens,
and cultural insiders and outsiders. These categories re-
main prominent in the scholarly literature and in popular
perceptions, but hardly correspond to the present situa-
tion (and, one might add, the past) of shifting and multi-
ple identities, interdependent political and economic tra-
jectories in the country of origin and the country of des-
tination, and the possible demise, or, at least, the rapidly
shifting nature of the nation state.

The volume is divided into four major sections. The
first deals with the relationship between migrants and
stateswith articles on the determinants ofmigration poli-
cies (Stephen Castles), the “migration state” (James Hol-
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lifeld), dual citizenship and path dependency (Thomas
Faist, JÃ¼rgen Gerdes, and Beate Rieple), and immi-
grants’ political rights in western democracies (Gary
Freeman). The second section shifts the focus to im-
migrants’ experiences of transnational communities and
the consequences these experiences may have for im-
migrants’ place in the economy. Two articles employ
a theoretical perspective and propose ways in which
scholarship could more adequately capture transnational
lifestyles and perspectives. Steven Vertovec places the
focus on concrete aspects of transnationalism (bifocality,
economic relations between migrants and their places of
origin, and the changing role of the state in setting and
policing political, economic, and cultural boundaries),
whereas Peggy Levitt and Nina Glick Schiller propose
(transnational) social fields as a key research concept.
Min Zhou combines general remarks on the study of
ethnic entrepreneurs with more detailed insights on the
roles and aspirations of Korean and Latino businessmen
in the United States.

The third part is entitled, “Unauthorized Immigration
and the Second Generation.” It contains two articles that
I personally consider the volume’s most interesting con-
tributions. Both deal with the vexed problem of whether
(and how) it is possible to actually measure undocu-
mented immigration. Douglas Massey and Chiara Capo-
ferro present results from theMexicanMigration Project,
while Friedrich Heckmann puts forward various pro-
posals for deducing information on undocumented mi-
grants from Germany’s official statistics. Hartmut Esser

presents a highly theoretical perspective on intergener-
ational integration, and RubÃ©n G. Rubaut successfully
deconstructs generational cohorts as useful categories for
measuring and comparing integration. The book’s two
final essays make up the volume’s second explicitly com-
parative section. They engage with the role of religion
for immigrants’ integration in the United States (Charles
Hirshman), Germany, and France (Riva Kastoryano).

Overall, the volume presents a broad range of excel-
lent articles with thought-provoking concepts and sug-
gestions for further research agendas. Sometimes, these
proposals are not entirely novel; they echo debates which
have been conducted in history or anthropology for some
years. However, the essays always contain original sug-
gestions for ways in which general questions can be
translated into empirical research agendas. The vol-
ume is less successful in adopting a comparative Amer-
ican/European or American/non-American perspective.
Most articles remain focused onU.S. experiences and case
studies, and Europe appears largely reduced to Germany
and France. Perhaps another conference could explore
this topic more fully, possibly in the light of new hand-
books that make international comparisons easier.[1]

Note

[1]. Such as Klaus J. Bade, Pieter C. Emmer, Leo Lu-
cassen, and Jochen Oltmer, eds., EnzyklopÃ¤die Migra-
tion in Europa. Vom 17. Jahrhundert bis zur Gegenwart
(Paderborn: SchÃ¶ningh, 2007); an English edition is in
preparation.

If there is additional discussion of this review, you may access it through the network, at:

https://networks.h-net.org/h-german

Citation: Andreas Fahrmeir. Review of Portes, Alejandro; DeWind, Josh, eds., Rethinking Migration: NewTheoretical
and Empirical Perspectives. H-German, H-Net Reviews. January, 2008.

URL: http://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=14097

Copyright © 2008 by H-Net, all rights reserved. H-Net permits the redistribution and reprinting of this work for
nonprofit, educational purposes, with full and accurate attribution to the author, web location, date of publication,
originating list, and H-Net: Humanities & Social Sciences Online. For any other proposed use, contact the Reviews
editorial staff at hbooks@mail.h-net.org.

2

https://networks.h-net.org/h-german
http://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=14097
mailto:hbooks@mail.h-net.org

