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Policing and Politics

The topic of the collection of essays reviewed here
stems from a seminar on the development of Kempten’s
sixteenth-century Landesordnungen at the University of
Bern. The essays included in Gute Policey als Politik ex-
amine the evolution of this comprehensive piece of leg-
islation as well as the application of gute Policey among
the various principalities and city-states of Swabia and
the Swiss Cantons during the 1500s. As the title of the
collection suggests, the central contention of the contrib-
utors is the close link between policing and politics in this
region during the early modern period.

Gute Policey als Politik begins with a pair of valuable
introductory essays that provide structure for the indi-
vidual contributions that follow. After an engaging fore-
word by Peter Blickle that lays out the general contours
of the work’s subject matter, Andreas Hieber provides an
exhaustive survey of recent scholarship on the develop-
ment of Policeyordnungen in early modern Europe, high-
lighting recent works on the subject by Peter Blickle, Karl
HAugrter, Peter Kissling, and Michael Stolleis.[1]

Part 1 of the work consists of a transcription of a late
sixteenth-century Landesordnung from the Grafschaft of

Kempten, followed by a series of detailed essays that ex-
amine specific aspects of this exhaustive legislation. The
editor of this important example of Policey legislation,
Peter Kissling, has provided useful notes and commen-
tary that clarify its internal structure and show its grad-
ual development. This valuable source demonstrates the
wide range of early modern police regulations, with ar-
ticles covering offenses that range from adultery to sor-
cery. The essays that make up the remainder of this sec-
tion cover diverse topics, including the relationship be-
tween state formation and police regulations in the ter-
ritory, the regulation of religious expression and eco-
nomic activity in the Landesordnungen, and the promi-
nence of both Strafrecht and Sittenzucht in these police
ordinances. Andreas Hieber’s contribution to this sec-
tion of the collection, a thorough examination of the
Kemptener Landesordnungen’s role in the legitimization
of central authority in the territory is especially relevant,
given the book’s focus on the interaction between polic-
ing and politics.

A detailed series of local case studies that examine the
role of Policey in the regulation of early modern society
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comprise part 2 of the collection. These essays analyze
policing in territories ranging from urban polities to ru-
ral communities to monastic territories situated across
southern Germany and Switzerland. While all of these
offerings are informative, Arman Weidenmann’s study
of the shifting relationship between Zwinglian theology
and policing in sixteenth-century Zurich is particularly
interesting, examining the mutually reinforcing relation-
ship between ecclesiastical and secular authorities at the
heart of Reformation-era disciplining efforts.

The third and final section of Gute Policey als Poli-
tik consists of several challenging essays that examine
the larger political implications of early modern polic-
ing: the role of gute Policey in political legitimation. Pe-
ter Kissling’s contribution on the relationship between
the impulse to conserve scarce natural resources in alpine
areas and the detailed economic provisions contained in
sixteenth- and seventeenth-century disciplinary initia-
tives in these regions is particularly provocative. Ap-
proaching the problem from the perspective of environ-
mental history, Kissling opens exciting new avenues for
research. Peter Blickle’s essay in this section is also sig-
nificant, as he investigates the role of popular complaints
in the construction of disciplinary legislation and how
this normative consensus in turn supported the consoli-
dation of early modern central authority.[2]

The individual essays presented in the volume are in-
teresting in their own right, but the greatest strength of
the work is the way that the local case studies and broad
theoretical discussions work together to shed new light
on the role of policing in reinforcing political authority
in early modern Oberdeutschland. The merit of this ap-
proach lies in highlighting the rich diversity that marked
the German principalities during this period while main-
taining a tight focus on the role of disciplining in the con-
solidation of central authority. Furthermore, the contrib-
utors’ exhaustive examination of the Kemptener Landes-
ordnungen, augmented by the transcription of this im-
portant legislation, provides researchers interested in le-
gal history or early modern social control initiatives with
valuable comparative material.

Overall, this collection of essays is well edited and
includes a wealth of helpful tables and charts, as well
as a useful general index, a rarity in an edited volume.
The work does not, however, include a comprehensive
bibliography. Furthermore, despite the dizzying array of
polities large and small mentioned in the text, the editors
do not provide any maps, a more serious shortcoming.
Given the quality of the essays included in Gute Policey

als Politik, and its broad implications for the history of
early modern central Europe, it should interest scholars
researching early modern state formation, legal develop-
ments, and official disciplinary efforts. The collection is
also relevant in light of current historiographical debates
surrounding the continued validity of the “Sozialdiszi-
plinierung” and “confessionalization” paradigms.[3]

Notes

[1]. See Peter Blickle, “Gute Policey oder Soziald-
isziplinierung?,” in Politik-Bildung—Religion: Festschrift
fA%r Hans Maier zum 65. Geburtstag, ed. T. Stammen,
H. Oberreutner, and P. Mikat (Paderborn: SchAj[ningh,
1996); Karl HAuorter, ed., Policey und frA%hneuzeitliche
Geselischaft (Frankfurt a. M.: Vittorio Klostermann,
2000); Peter Kissling, “Gute Policey” im Berchtesgadener
Land: Rechtsentwicklung und Verwaltung zwischen Land-
schaft und Obrigkeit 1377 bis 1803 (Frankfurt a.M.: Vitto-
rio Klostermann, 1999); and Michael Stolleis, ed., Policey
im Europa der frA%hen Neuzeit (Frankfurt a.M.: Vittorio
Klostermann, 1996).

[2]. For an interesting essay on the role of consen-
sus in official social control efforts, see Martin Dinges,
“Justiznutzungen als soziale Kontrolle in der FrA%hen
Neuzeit,” in KriminalitAatsgeschichte. BeitrAnge zu einer
Sozial- und Kulturgeschichte der Vormoderne, ed. An-
dreas Blauert and Gerd Schwerhoff (Konstanz: Univer-
sitAatsverlag Konstanz, 2000), pp. 503-44.

[3]. Works central to these models include: Nor-
bert Elias, Aber den Prozess der Zivilisation (Basel,
1939; English reprint edition: Oxford: Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 1994); Gerhard Oestreich, “Struktur-
probleme des europAsischen Absolutismus,” Viertel-
jahrschrift fA%r Sozial- und Wirtschaftsgeschichte 55
(1969): pp. 329-347; Wolfgang Reinhard, “Zwang zur
Konfessionalisierung? Prolegomena zu einer Theorie des
konfessionellen Zeitalters,” Zeitschrift fA%r Historische
Forschung 10 (1983): pp. 437-460; Heinz Schilling,
Konfessionskonflikt und Staatsbildung. Eine Fallstudie
Aber das VerhAcoltnis von religiA9sem und sozialem
Wandel in der FrA%hneuzeit am Beispiel der Grafschaft
Lippe (GAYtersloh: GAYtersloher Verlagshaus, 1981);
and more recently Heinz Schilling, “Profil und Per-
spektiven einer interdisziplin[An]ren und komparatis-
tischen Disziplinierungsforschung jenseits einer Di-
chotomie von Gesellschaft- und Kulturgeschichte,” in
Institutionen, Instrumente, und Akteure sozialer Kon-
trolle und Diszpilinierung im frAYhneuzeitlichen Eu-
ropa/Institutions, Instruments and Agents of Social Con-
trol in Early Modern Europe, ed. Heinz Schilling
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(Frankfurt a. M.: Vittorio Klostermann, 1999), pp.
3-36. For the current state of these debates, see
the comprehensive treatment of recent historiogra-
phy on the subject provided by Francisca Loetz in Mit
Gott handeln: Von den ZAYrcher GA9tteslAnsterern
der FrAYhen Neuzeit zu einer Kulturgeschichte des
ReligiA%sen (GAfttingen, 2002), pp. 50-56-see H-

German review by Jason P. Coy at <http://www.
h-net.org/reviews/showrev.cgi?path=
314711093955804%$>9%, as well as the current H-
Net forum on “Confessionalization, ” located at <h t tp:
//www.h-net.org/~{}german/discuss/
Confessionalization/Confess_ index.
htm$>$ .
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